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Notes for the readers 


This document contain shortened english version of my work. It can be freely 
downloaded from my personal site, from HTML version of work, by URL 
www.M-Zharkikh.name/en/History/Monographs/SpysokRusGorodiv.html 

HTML version can be slightly modified and corrected. 

There are large-scale images available in HTML version. This document 
contain only low-res images. 


Shortened russian version (140 p.): 
www.M-Zharkikh.name/ru/History/Monographs/SpysokRusGorodiv.html 


Full ukrainian version (303 p.): 
www.M-Zharkikh.name/uk/History/Monographs/SpysokRusGorodiv.html 


This book had been written in Kyiv, March 29 (The 765th day of the great 
war against Russian aggression) — October 4, 2024 p. (954th day of the war). 


This version of document created October 31, 2024. 


Mea mors — tua vita 


"My death is your life." Such a laconic inscription, 
understandable even without translation, can be read on the 
monument of the ancient battle near the town Komarno in the Lviv 


region. Nowadays, during the great war for the independence of 
Ukraine against the Rotten Straw Horde, these words become 
particularly acute. Yes, my life (like that of millions of Ukrainians) 
and the opportunity to work continues solely thanks to the heroic 
sacrifice of our soldiers, who tirelessly destroy the Moscow locust 
and bear bloody sacrifices. 


A low bow to our warriors of light! 


The article "A se imena vsem gradom ruskym dalnym i blyzhnym" (List of 
Rus’ towns, hereinafter abbreviated SRG), which accompanies some Great 
Russian chronicles of the 15th and 16th centuries, has long attracted the attention 
of researchers, but (in my opinion) still contains many mysteries. In this work, I 
will try to ask some questions about SRG and, if possible, give answers to them. 
They write, that the Rotten Straw Horde in six months (from 

October 1, 2023 to March 29, 2024) managed to seize 505 square 

km of the territory of Ukraine. It cost for Horde 162,220 cattle 

(440,790 — 278,570), 2,220 tanks (6,922 — 4,702) and 31 aircraft 


(347 — 316). And if cattle is not particularly valuable, then tanks and 
especially airplanes, even if they are made of rotten straw, are 
materially valuable! (March 29, 2024 at 8:07 am). 

I developed the methodology for working out the lists of geographical names using 
the example of the jarlyks of the Crimean khans [Zharkikh N. I. Geography of Crimean 
jarlyks of the 15th and 16th centuries. — Kyiv: 2024; also Zharkikh N. I. “List of 
Svitrigaila’s towns": order and disorder. — Kyiv: 2024] and I will use it now. 
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Archeography 


Shortened text of the section. Full text in ukrainian version. 


Copies of SRG are contained in the following annals: 

Novgorod Ist chronicle of the younger edition. 

Novgorod Karamzin Chronicle. 

Novgorod 4th Chronicle. 

Annals of the 72 languages of the younger edition (Uvarov’s Annals). 

Resurrection Chronicle. 

The SRG was pleased with these lists — they were published as part of a large 
project to publish Russian chronicles. 

There are still other copies of SRG that have not yet been published. 
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The text of the list 


Shortened text of the section. Full text in ukrainian version. 


The following table uses the same notation for name probability classes as in the 
work on shortcuts: 

— (A) and green background — indisputable, reliably identified objects; 

— (B) and yellow background — simple, acceptable assumptions; 

—(C) and red background — complex, unlikely assumptions; 

— (D) and light blue background — it was not possible to interpret, unclear names; 

— (E) and sandy background — a hypothetical rearrangement in the text (a new 
place for the names mentioned above). 

—(F) and purple background — purely literary objects, known only from written 
sources, which did not really exist. 

— (G) and blue background — duplicates of other records are highlighted (all but the 
most authoritative). 

The grounds for assigning objects to classes will be given below, in the section 
"Known and unknown names". 

A table with 442 lines. 
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Correlation of copies 
Shortened text of the section. Full text in ukrainian version. 


They write: at night, the muscovites attacked Kharkiv with 
"Shaheds", five were killed, five more were wounded. Regular 
news seven hundred and seventy-first day a full-scale war against 


the wild tribes of Pushkinists, Lermontoids, Nekrasovets, Tolstovets 
and anti-Dihrings, who spread out in the Rotten Straw Horde (April 
4, 2024 at 8:26 am). 


Looking at the above table, it is easy to see that we are dealing with the same 
redaction of the text in two versions. A defining feature of the "Smolensk" variant is the 
placement of the block of Smolensk towns in front of the block of Ryazan towns; the 
defining feature of the "Ryazan" variant is the placement of the Ryazan block before the 


Smolensk block. 


== 


Stemma copies of the "List of Rus’ towns" 

Therefore, the best and closest to the protograph should be considered the text of 
NILMI. It (with the two additions mentioned above) will be the subject of further 
studies. 

Stemma allows us to put forward two more assumptions. Looking at the rapid 
deterioration of the text in the later copies, we can assume that the NILMI list was 
relatively close to the time of the compilation of the protograph itself, which can be put 
at 2 quarter 15th century. 

Further, we see that the copies of the SRG in the Moscow annals are clearly later 
than the copies in the Novgorod annals — by at least three quarters of a century. I think 
that SRG entered the Moscow writing system in its finished form from Novgorod the 
Great. 
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I emphasize once again — such conclusions can be drawn from the stemma itself, 
without considering the content of the SRG. 
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Known and unknown names 
Shortened text of the section. Full text in ukrainian version. 


They write: at night, all 13 rotten-straw "Shaheds" were shot 


down, but there were 5 more ballistic missiles — the consequences of 
their hits are still unknown (April 5, 2024 at 8:03). 


The SRG contains internal headings — very approximate and incompetent, which 
only confuse researchers (detailed explanation — lower). I call the groups of records after 
the headings blocks, for example, the Kyiv block. 

The units of research will not be these blocks, but groups selected by me. The 
main basis for the selection of groups is not geography, but a change in the level of 
competence, which indicates a change in the local source of the group. Since the groups 
are research constructs, I put their names in quotation marks, for example, the 
"Hypatian" group. Sometimes we will need them subgroups are parts of groups, 
separated mainly on the basis of geographical proximity. 

Blocks and groups in my work are terms that are used according to these 
definitions. 


Many names in the SRG coincide with modern ones or are close to them. Other 
names need searching and commenting. 
Consideration of each group is accompanied by maps. 


Calculations of the entropy of lists will be used to assess the quality of individual 
groups of objects in the SRG [Zharkikh N. I. Geography of Crimean jarlyks of the 15th 
and 16th centuries. — Kyiv: 2024, section "Order and disorder in lists»]. 

We will also need a concept foreign objects. As we will soon see, almost every 
group of objects has a compact core and one or more objects very far from this core. 
They give the impression of being listed by mistake or by accident. Their removal from 
group analysis significantly reduces its entropy, which may serve as some justification 
for the removal procedure. 

For the objective definition of foreign objects, we will introduce the concept group 
diameter. This is the largest distance between objects within group. Often it coincides 
with the diameter of the circle circumscribed around the group. When foreign objects are 
removed, the diameter of the group is greatly reduced. 


1. "Bulgarian" group (No. 1 - 16) 
(1) Rus 
(2) Danube River 


(3) Vydychev is a city with seven stone walls 
It is assumed that it is Vidin in Bulgaria on the right bank of the 
Danube. Probability class — B. 


(4) Mdyn 
The hypotheses put forward for the interpretation of this name are unconvincing. 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 
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(6) Ternov 
A modern city Veliko Tarnovo, in 1185 — 1396 — the capital of the (second) 
Bulgarian kingdom. Probability class — A. 


(8) Drestvin 


It is believed to be an ancient Bulgarian fortress Druster, located on the right bank 
of the Danube in the center of the modern city Silistra. Probability class — B. 


They write, that yesterday (April 5, 2024) muscovites- 
Pushkinists attacked the city of Zaporizhzhia, killing 4 and injuring 


more than 20. 


And today write: muscovites shelled Kharkiv at night, six 
killed, ten wounded (April 6, 2024 at 8:11). 


(9) Dichin 
There are the village of that name in Bulgaria, 20 km northwest of Veliko 
Tarnovo. Probability class — A. 


(10) Kilia 
Kilia — researchers think about Old Kilia — a village in modern Romania on the 
right (southern) bank of the Kilia estuary in the Danube Delta. Probability class — A. 


(12) Novoe selo 
Novoe selo (= New village) at the mouth of the Danube can then be a modern 
Ukrainian city Kilia, which lies on the left (northern) bank of the same Kilia estuary 
exactly opposite Old Kilia. From Kilia to the confluence of the Kilia estuary into the sea 
is 40 km to the east, so the expression "at the mouth of the Danube" should not be taken 
literally. Probability class — A. 


They write, that 17 Shaheds launched by muscovites were shot 


down over Ukraine tonight, apparently without major damage (April 
7, 2024 at 7:44). 


(13) Akoljakra 


Akoljakra — with a certain amount of imagination, you can see here the 
name Kaliakra in Bulgaria at the coast of Black sea, and researchers do so. Probability 
class — B. 


(14, 19) On the sea 
The SRG did not specify on which sea exactly. 


(15) Karna 


Modern geography does not know such a point. It is assumed that it is Kranevo in 
Bulgaria at the coast of Black sea. Probability class — B. 


(16) Kavarna 
Kavarna — small town in Bulgaria on the coast of the Black Sea Probability class — 
A. 


The group as a whole, unlike most SRG groups, contains few names that have 
preserved to our time without changes. This needs some separate explanation. 
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Maps 


There are not many objects in the "Bulgarian" group, so the optimal route is 
obvious: 12 > 10 > 16 > 6 > 9 = 480 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with 


blue arrows. 
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list: 6 — 9 > 10 — 13 — 16 = 649 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with red 
arrows. Due to the geographical a of the list, entropy-A = 135 %. 
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"Bulgarian" group. Real route (class A) 
Complete real route (classes A + B):3 ~6—> 8 —~9—> 10> 12> 13 > 15 —> 
16 = 1292 km, which gives us entropy-B = 269 %. 
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"Bulgarian" group. Real route (classes A+B) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (3 — 12) is 528 km. It can be seen that Kilia and Novoe Selo lie far 
from the core of the group, and their extraction gives a smaller contour (orange in color) 
with a diameter of 452 km. 


2. "Moldavian" group (No. 17 - 37) 
This group is not highlighted by any separate heading in the SRG. 


(18) On the mouth of the Dniester 
A river Dniester. Probability class — A. 


(20) Belgorod 
Modern Belgorod-Dnistrovsky. Probability class — A. 


They write, that at night the muscovites launched 24 Shaheds 
across Ukraine, of which 17 were shot down, there is damage in the 


Odesa region and in Zhytomyr region (April 8, 2024 at 7:48 am). 


(21) Chern 
Mysterious object. Probability class — D. 


(22) Yassky torg (= market) 
A modern city Iasi, the capital of Moldavia in the 16th — 19th centuries. Probability 
class — A. 
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(23) On the Prut river 


River Prut indeed flows near Iasi (the nearest point in Ungeny is 16 km to the 
east). Probability class — A. 


(24) Romanov torg 


It is definitely identified with a modern city Roman in Romania. Probability class — 
A. 


(25) On Moldova 
River Moldova flows into Siret only 4 km below the city of Roman. Probability 
class — A. 


(26) Nemech (= German) 
A modern city Targu Neamt in Romania. Probability class — A. 


(27) In the mountains 
Just as in the case of the sea, the proper name of the mountains is not given. 


They write, that yesterday afternoon muscovites attacked the 
city of Zaporizhzhia, 3 dead, 8 injured. No, this is not a doubling of 
the news for April 6, 2024, this is a new blow. The muscovitian 


system is like this. 

Also write, that the Russian missile ship "Serpukhov" burned 
down at the base in the Kaliningrad region. "Ah, what an 
unexpected reprimand!" (April 9, 2024 at 7:47 am). 


(28) Korochyunov kamen (= stone) 


Kyiv, Tuesday morning. I walk along the Rusanivsky Strait. 
The dazzling sun brightly illuminates the white residential buildings 
on Bereznyaki, and they are beautifully reflected in the calm blue 
water of the strait. The willows on the shore wear a spring green- 
yellow outfit and also reflect beautifully in the water. Two columns 
at the entrance to the Paton Bridge bear their five-pointed stars 
(decommunization has not yet reached them). In front of them, a 
line of cars is moving towards the right bank. An ordinary morning 
of an ordinary working day. 

And amidst this idyll, it is very hard to believe that a war is 
brewing somewhere, that standard white houses can stand blackened 
from fires, that willow trees can be cut with splinters, as around 
Bakhmut, and the avenue can be paved with burnt Russian armored 
vehicles, as in Bucha. And that this wonderful morning will be the 
last of one of our soldiers in his life... (recorded on Wednesday, 
April 10, 2024 at 7:55 am). 


Unknown object. Probability class — D. 
(29) Suceava 


A modern city Suceava in Romania, from the end of the 14th century and until 
1564 it was the capital of the Moldavian Principality. Probability class — A. 
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(30) Seret 


A modern city Siret in Romania. Probability class — A. 


(31) Banja 
A modern village Baya (Baia) 26 km south of Suceava. Probability class — A. 


(32) Chechjun 
B. Tymoshchuk suggested that it is a castle on Mount Tsetsino on the western 
outskirts of modern Chernivtsi. I consider the assumption acceptable. Probability class — 
B. 


(33) Kolomyia 
A modern city Kolomyia in the Ivano-Frankivsk region. Probability class — A. 


(34) Gorodok (= town) on Cheremosh (35) 

With the river Cheremosh we have relative clarity: it is formed by the confluence 
of the White Cheremosh and the Black Cheremosh, flows generally to the northeast and 
flows into the Prut. The probability class for the river — A. 

The object remains unlocalized. Probability class — D. 


(36) Khoten on the Dniester (37) 


Thanks to the indication of the river, there is no doubt that it is a modern 
one Khotin in the Chernivtsi region, really located on the Dniester. Probability class — A. 


This group differs from "Bulgarian" by much better spelling of names, which 
mostly coincide with modern ones. This indicates the use of some separate source. 


Maps 
There are also few objects in the "Moldavian" group, moreover, they were lined up 
almost in a straight line from the southeast to the northwest. Therefore, the optimal route 
is obvious: 20 — 22 — 24 — 26 — 31 — 29 — 30 — 33 — 37 = 640 km. It is plotted 
on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
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"Moldavian" group. Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 20 — 22 — 24 — 26 — 29 — 30 > 31 — 33 — 37= 752 km. It is plotted in the 
following diagram with red arrows. Due to one geographical inconsistency of the list, 
entropy-A = 118 %. 
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"Moldavian" group. Real route (class A) 


Complete real route (classes A + B): 20 — 22 — 24 — 26 — 29 — 30 > 31 — 32 
— 33 — 37=770 km, which gives us entropy-B = 120 %. A slight difference between 
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entropy-A and entropy-B shows that the only object of class B in the group really lies on 
the path between the neighboring objects that are reliably localized. But this is an 
atypical case, and we will soon find out about it. 
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"Moldavian" group. Real route (classes A + B) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (20 — 33) is 476 km. There are no foreign objects in this group, and 
in general, this fragment of the SRG gives the impression of a description of some 
merchant, trade route. Trading — because two objects in the group are marked as "torg" 
(and not a single object in SRG is so marked more)! 

The linear arrangement of objects, which is rare for SRG, also suggests a 
description of the road. 


3. "Podillja" group (No. 41 - 51) 


The authorities in the USA are seriously afraid that Ukraine 
will win the war against Russia, and emphasizes: you shouldn’t hit 
Russian oil refineries, because it hurts us in America. 


Meanwhile write about a new major air attack by Muscovites 
on our energy industry. But this does not hurt the American bosses. 
This is how we live (April 11, 2024 at 8:00 a.m.). 


This group in the SRG has as many as two headings (38 + 39): "and these are 
Bulgarian and Volosky towns". The objects of this group have never been Bulgarian, 
regardless of how to understand such a definition. 


(41) Kamenets 
All researchers unanimously consider Kamianets-Podilskyi in Khmelnytskyi 
region (Ukraine), and it may be so. Probability class — B. 
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(42) Ilovech 


There is an opinion that it is modern Yazlovets in Ternopil region 
(Ukraine) [Mykhaylovsky V. M. History, language, geography: toponyms of medieval 
Podillja. — Kyiv: Tempora, 2021, p. 218], although the names are not too 
similar. Probability class — C. 


Nowadays bad people live well, and good people live badly. 

Yesterday (April 11, 2024) Muscovites attacked Ukraine 
with 82 air projectiles, caused significant destruction of energy 
facilities — and the global viper, known as the "political elite", did 
not react to this in any way. They think: "They are criminals, that’s 
why they do evil, that is, what belongs to them from the beginning. 
We don’t condemn a hurricane when it breaks trees." But they are 
not lazy to teach Ukraine how to wage war: "You are good guys, 
you shouldn’t do this, and you can’t do this at all." 

We see the same in Israel. It is not fashionable to condemn, at 
least in the words of bandits from Hamas (professional 
"Palestinians"), instead, the president of the former superpower 
Biden, from a safe distance of 9,500 km, gives instructions to the 
Prime Minister of Israel Netanyahu, what the latter should not do. 
What’s the point of giving instructions to robbers — they still won’t 
listen, but good people should be reminded not to offend these 
robbers. 

Only evil people (comrades) are doing well these days (April 
12, 2024 at 7:45 am). 


(43) Braslal 


Researchers automatically assume that it is Bratslav in Tulchyn district of 
Vinnytsia region (Ukraine). Probability class — B. 


(44) Sokolech 


It is most likely that this is a village Sokilci (sokil = falcon) in Haysyn district of 
Vinnytsia region (Ukraine), where the remains of the 15th century castle were 
investigated. [Kuchera M. P. Medieval settlement near the village of Sokiltsi on 
Southern Bug. — Archeology, 1965, vol. 19, p. 201 — 213]. The first indisputable mention 
is connected with the campaign of Vytautas to Podillja (1394) [PSRL, 1980, vol. 35, p. 
66]. Probability class — B. 


(45) Zvenigorod 
It is often assumed that this is a modern city Zvenigorodka in Cherkasy region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — B. 


(46) Cherkasy 
We have an exact coincidence of the name with the modern regional center of 
Ukraine. Probability class — A. 


(47) Cherlen 


Among the names of settlements, the former village Cherlinkov on Bog river in the 
Vinnytsia district and region (Ukraine) is the best candidate. Probability class — B. 
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(48) Novyi gorodok (= New town) 


This town cannot be localized. Probability class — D. 


(49) Venychja 
An almost exact coincidence of the name with the modern Vinnitsa — regional 
center of Ukraine. Probability class — A. 


(50) Skala (= Rock) 
I accept Skala-Podilska in Ternopil region (Ukraine), which undoubtedly existed in 
the 15th century. Probability class — A. 


(51) Bakota 
We have an exact match of the name with former village on the Dniester in the 
Kamianets-Podilsky district of the Khmelnytskyi region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


Maps 
There are also few objects in the "Podillja" group, and their area is very elongated 
from west to east. Therefore, the optimal route is obvious: 50 — 51 — 49 — 46 = 456 


km. It is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
Tepnonii KMiNbHitk 
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Yepuipui 
"Podillja" group. Optimal route 
To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 


list: 46 — 49 — 50 — 51 = 496 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with red 
arrows. Entropy-A = 109 %. 
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"Podillja" group. Real route (class A) 


Complete real route (classes A + B + C): 41 — 42 — 43 — 44 — 45 — 46 — 47 
— 49 — 50 > 51 = 1112 km, which gives us entropy-B = 244 %. This is the 
quantitative price of jumps in the list from west to east and then west again. It is clear 
that the geographical arrangement was of no importance to the compiler of the list, 
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because Kamianets (41) lies practically on a straight road from Skala (50) to Bakota 
(G1); 


TepHonint K MinbHitk 
° 


XMeNbHHUbKHM 
oO 


KponMBHityh 
° 


Yepuieul 
o 
"Podillja" group. Real route (classes A + B + C) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (42 — 46) is 486 km. There are no foreign objects in this group. 


4. "Hypatian" group (No. 53 - 83) 
This group begins with the title (52): "A se kievskie grody". It would seem that 
after that Kyiv should go as the most famous and important city, but no — Kyiv is in the 
middle of the group. 


(53) Dveren 
Dveren for the first and last time it is mentioned in Hypatian Chronicle under 6700 
(1192) year. Similarity of the name to the modern one Derenkovets in Cherkasy region 
(Ukraine) is very approximate. Probability class — C. 


(55) Korsun 
Korsun mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle several times from 6680 to 6703 
years. It is modern Korsun-Shevchenkivskyi in Cherkasy region (Ukraine). Probability 
class — A. 


(56) Trepol 
Trepol is mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle many times from 6601 (1093) to 
6703 (1195). It is modern village Trypillia in Kyiv region (Ukraine). Probability class — 
A. 


(58) Kanev 
Kanev it is also very often mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle from 6652 (1144) 
to 6703 (1195). Now — city in Cherkasy district and region (Ukraine). Probability class — 
A. 


(59) Glynsk 
Glynsk — a purely literary object that did not really exist [more details: Zharkikh 
N. I. Princes Glynski. — Kyiv: 2023, section "Schematic map of the Glynski princes’ 
actions». Probability class — F. 


They write, that Iran did attack Israel, the details are still very 
controversial, but it is clear that the air attack was powerful. In this 


regard, even the Security Council in New York (no, not in the town 
near Donetsk that Muscovites shell every day, but in the one in the 


USA) stirred and is going to discuss something, although nothing is 
in danger for this Council. Even the US Congress in Washington, 

which is also not in danger, took on increased capitalist obligations 
— to vote aid for Israel, which has been successfully stalled by them 


(in Congress) for more than six months. 

And Kharkiv? No, they haven’t heard. Where is it, in what 
part of the world? You say, 10 Shaheds? And what, everyone is 
beaten? Well, that’s how you handle yourself, why help you? (April 
14, 2024 at 8:58 am). 


(60) Pereyaslavl 
Three objects of this name are recorded in SRG (60, 311, 374), so the 


definition Rus’ (61) is not superfluous here. Modern town Pereiaslav in Kyiv region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(62) Yuryev 
Yuryev — an ancient town south of Kyiv, known for the fact that it was the 
residence of a certain bishop. 
We take it with a grain of salt modern city Bila Tserkva (= White Church) in Kyiv 
region (Ukraine). Probability class — C. 


(63) Peresechen 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(64) Vasylev 
Vasylev (64) on Stugna (65) is a modern city Vasylkiv in Obukhiv district, Kyiv 
region. Probability class — A. 


(66) Belgorod 
Belgorod (66) on Rpen (67) is a modern village Bilogorodka in Bucha district, 
Kyiv region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(68) Cherngorod 
The name almost exactly corresponds to the modern village Chernogorodka in 
Fastiv district, Kyiv region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 
They write, that all 9 Shaheds were shot down in Ukraine 
overnight (in 6 regions, that is, the attack was intended to disturb 
our air defenses). 
Also write, that the USA made great progress and decided to 


vote for aid to Israel separately, and to Ukraine separately. President 
Biden once threatened (in October 2023) that he would veto aid to 
Israel alone, without Ukraine. I wonder if he will remember it now? 
(April 16, 2024 at 7:43 am). 


(70) Kyiv wooden on the Dnieper 
And Kyiv itself, and its fortifications, and the Dnipro, and the Tithe Church and St. 
Sophia’s Cathedral were constantly mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle. After all, it 
is modern city was quite famous. Probability class — A. 
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(71) Borogoditsa Desjatinnaa (Theotokos of the Tithe) 
"And the church is holy The Virgin of Desyatynnaa the stone was about 25 
domes" — church it is not directly called "ruined" here, only unlike the three other 
mentions of churches about its domes is said in the past tense. 25 domes are not the 
result of observations in nature, but the guess of the SRG scribe, so to speak, the first 
project of the reconstruction of the temple. Probability class — A. 


(72) Saint Sophia 
"And Saint Sophia with 12 domes" — in the most common 


nowadays reconstruction of the original appearance of the cathedral by Yu. Aseev, V. 
Volkov, M. Kresalny Cathedral has 13 — 15 domes. Probability class — A. 


(73) Vyshegorod (= Upper town) 
Vyshgorod is mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle very often from 6454 (946) to 
6706 (1198). 
Undoubtedly, it is a modern city Vyshgorod in Kyiv region (Ukraine). Probability 
class — A. 


(74) Myloslavitsy 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(75) Tmutorokan 
Tmutorokan it is mentioned in the Hypatian chronicle from 6496 (988) to 6602 
(1094), and from the chronicle this name entered the SRG. Its hillfort is located in the 
town Taman, Krasnodar Territory of the Russian Federation. Probability class — A. 


(76) Ostrechskyi 
I think that the source of the record in the SRG was the Hypatian chronicle (record 
of 1141). Its hillfort at the mouth of Oster into the Desna — is reliably identified with this 
Gorodets (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


It pleased me Bloomberg agency: "Biden found himself on the 
same side as Putin, protecting Russian oil refineries from strikes by 
Ukraine." 

And is there only one Biden? And is the congress better, since 
it has been dragging on for more than six months with the financing 


of aid to Ukraine? Is Trump any better, openly declaring that he will 
give Crimea and Donbas to Russia? And is the Texas Instruments 
company any better, providing Muscovites with its components for 
rockets? And is the Pepsico company better, paying taxes to the 
budget of the Horde (that is, for the war)? (April 17, 2024 at 7:40 
am). 


(78) Chernihiv 
Undoubtedly modern regional center of Ukraine. Probability class — A. 


(79) Omelniki 


While I was writing about Omelnik yesterday (April 17, 
2024), the Rotten Straw Horde hit the center of Chernihiv with three 
missiles. 18 killed, 77 injured, the rubble is still being sorted out. 
Among the killed is a police lieutenant Alina Mykolaets. She was 
only 25 years old... 

And yesterday it became known that Yuri Luschai died while 
defending Ukraine on March 28, 2024 in the direction of Bakhmut. 
He was historian and active Wikipedian. As a historian, he dealt 
with Rus’ of the 9th — 15th centuries, a subject close to me. He was 
42 years old, an age when a humanist scientist still has a long way to 
go... (April 18, 2024 at 8:02 am). 


I think that in the SRG Omelniki was the name of the tract of the Dnipro 
province. Probability class — B. 


(80) Snovesk 
Snovesk it is mentioned several times in the Hypatian Chronicle from 6576 (1068) 
to 6472 (1234). Researchers unanimously point to the modern town Sedniv in Chernihiv 
district (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(81) Bryansk 
Bryansk mentioned several times in the Hypatian Chronicle from 6654 () to 6782 
(1274). Undoubtedly Bryansk — the regional center of the Russian 
Federation. Probability class — A. 


(82) Rostovets 
Rostovets is mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle from 6759 (1071). Probability 
class — D. 


(83) Uneatin 


Neyatin it is mentioned once and only in the above-mentioned fragment of the 
Hypatian chronicle for 1071. This object is proposed to be a modern village Jagnjatyn in 
Berdychiv district, Zhytomyr region (Ukraine). Probability class — C. 


The "Hypatian" group clearly differs from the previous and subsequent texts of the 
SRG by a large number of objects borrowed from the Hypatian Chronicle. We will see 
such borrowings in the following groups, but there they do not form such a long 
sequence. 


Maps 
There are noticeably more objects in the "Hypatian" group, and everything is not 
easy with them. The optimal route should start from one of the most distant objects in 
order not to return to it and save the return distance. For these very reasons, it should be 
finished at one of the remote objects. I start this route from Tmutorokan and finish in 
Bryansk: 75 — 55 — 58 — 60 — 56 — 64 — 68 — 66 —> 70 — 73 — 76 — 78 — 80 
— 81 = 1270 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
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To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 55 — 56 — 58 — 60 — 64 — 66 — 68 — 70 — 73 — 75 — 76 > 78 — 79 — 80 
— 81 — 81 — 83 = 2290 km. It is plotted in the following diagram with red arrows. 
Arrows of other colors do not have a special meaning, only so that there is no confusion 
when crossing. Entropy-A = 180 %, and most of it is due to the rebound to Tmutorokan, 
which added 1530 km. 


2) 


KocTioxosity 


yu MueHcbe 
Bobpynicen pares 
: Porayos 
. Open 
MNOS ° 
°o 
Knvey 
Cactnoropen« “ 
o CtTap 
EOBOSHEKOS 
Fomenb : 
Bisnis 2 * RESHOECRICDN 
Mo3w s . 
~, Pp Hosropog-CinepcoKuit 
o 
WoerKs 3 an 
KypyaTos 
KoxoTon 3 
: ° 5] 
Baxmay 
ite 
Pownit Crpoirens 
Benropog 
° 
OxutTupse 
Mp ° 


Bboronyes 


NyoHw 


&® Mvorspon Xapkis 
ry p72 


Nicouwy Syryis 


Nontasa 
Q 


[som 
9 
, Ozona 
Tac Kpar 
flanwxn1 oC Ondycanapin t _—Mlasnorp. 
Kam RHCbKE O Axinpo a 
Me ; 
Nepsomaktco« 
i) 
i FOMHOYKDAInCDK 
POLLOCK & 
3a BosHeceHcox 
° 
Opri BawraHKa 
b Orhen" 
UMHIB Map 
sinau i 
* Mukonais 
Sh n° 
Berfepyn; o RSCnONS epheHcpk 
j : 
Bender Po} v 
fOmbe Kepeow 
Oneca™ 
.) 
4opxomopcne 
oe = ; 
Cxanoeces va 
DeaHnon 
i 

Wain 
L €snatopia 9 
2 oe > emp 
bya DeoLZoca 
ace Cimpeponond g oe 
Le eho 


"Hypatian" group. Real route (class A) 


28 


The complete real route (classes A + B + C) looks even worse confused: 53 — 55 
— 56 — 58 — 60 — 62 — 64 — 66 — 68 — 70 — 73 — 75 — 76 > 78 — 80 — 81 
— 83 = 3494 km, which gives us entropy-B = 275 %. 


20 


Ww MueHcbe 
Bobpynicen { 
} Porayos Cord 
Open 
ASYM : ° 
°o YHENG 
Knvey 
CactnoropcnxK = 
o UTa , 
EOBOSHEKOS 
omenb ; 
NESHOrOPChK 
ropog-CisepcoKun 
o 
(WocrKa Kypcbk 
Kypyatos (> 
ed c 
KoxoTon 4 
° Ty 
Baxmay 
MB 
Crpoirenb 
4 
Benropon 
° 


Liesekixo 


OxtTupse 


Mp 3 


BY uoropon Xapxis 
° 72 


Nicauwye Yyrys 


Nontasa 
Q 
rom 
9 


Tac Kpar 


rane | oC OndycaHapin 
aAvieve : P 
t Kan AHCbKe O Axinpo 
aed 
Nepsomatco« 
o 
FOR HOYKDAIKCDK 3anopimKxKA 
Jonindchk ° ° 
BosHecencs 
3a oo 
Opri BawraHKa 
f Othe 
UMHIB Map 
inau + 
o Mukonais 
> no 
Bexfepys; o RSCNONS 
Bender pol ’ 
fombe Xepeox 
Oneca™ 
0 
HopHomopcne 
° 
Cxagoncnx. 
Boeaxnou 
Ww 
Wain 
f naTopia va 
. Renavont emp 
ua DecLocir 
pees Cisaeponon 3 eal 
“a HE 


"Hypatian" group. Real route (classes A + B + C) 


30 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black outline on 
the map. Its diameter (75-81) is 911 km. We would like to remove three foreign objects 
from the group: Omelnik (79), which does not come from the annals, and two annalistic 
towns — Tmutorokan (75) and Bryansk (81). It would be much more logical to place the 
latter in the next, "Siversky" group. With their removal, the contour of the core of the 
group (orange color) acquires a diameter of 230 km (55 — 80), i.e. four (!) times smaller. 

At the same time, the objects borrowed from the Hypatian chronicle are scattered 
in the SRG among many other groups, and are often foreign to these groups. 


5. "Siver" group (No. 86 — 90) 


As usual, I start the working day by watching the 
news. Explosions in Belgorod, explosions in Sevastopol, Balaclava, 
Miskhor, strategic bomber Tu-22M fell in the Stavropol Territory in 
Russia (by himself, no one prevented it or helped it in this), Israel 
launched a missile strike on Iran — ordinary, usual news of another 
world war. Nothing special. 

All this would have been wonderful if it had not been for the 
attack of the Rotten Straw Horde along the Dnieper (no, not along 
the river, but along the city of Sicheslav). At the moment — already 9 
victims (April 19, 2024 at 7:45 am). 


(84) Novgorod Severskyi 
Novgorod Severskyi relatively often mentioned in the Hypatian Chronicle. 


Undoubtedly a modern city Novgorod-Siverskyi in Chernihiv region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(85) Trubchesk 
A modern city Trubchevsk in the Bryansk region of the Russian 
Federation. Probability class — A. 

In Dnipro (Sicheslav) today two dead, and another 6 — in 
Synelnikovo, more than 25 wounded. Two children were among the 
dead. 

And Tu-22M, write, still shot down (April 19, 2024 at 9:38 
am). 


(86) Putivl 
A modern city Putivl in the Konotop district of the Sumy region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(87) On the Sem (= Sejm river) 
Definition "on Sem» can refer to both the previous Putivl and the next 
Rylsk. Probability class — A. 


And Muscovites continue to say that the Tu-22M fell due to a 
"technical malfunction". After all, when an anti-aircraft missile hits, 


technical malfunctions occur in the plane, maybe more than one. 
The best way to lie is to tell the truth. Only — not the whole truth 
(April 20, 2024 at 9:00 am). 
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(88) Rylesk 
A modern town Rylsk in the Kursk region of the Russian Federation. Probability 
class — A. 


(89) Kuresk 
Undoubted regional center Russian Federation Probability class — A. 


All the objects of this small group are mentioned in the annals and are located with 
certainty. But the correct attribution of towns to rivers cannot be deduced from chronicle 
references and forces us to assume some separate "hydrographic" source. 


Maps 
"Siver" group has only 5 objects, all of them are reliably localized. I will repeat 
that it would be more logical to add Bryansk (81) from the "Hypatian" group to this 
group, but the scribe of the SRG had his own idea about this, which we did not 
understand. The optimal route is obvious: 85 — 84 — 86 — 88 — 89 = 326 km. It is 
plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 


i "Siver" group. Optimal route 
To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 84 — 85 — 86 — 88 — 89 = 381 km. It is plotted in the following diagram with red 
arrows. Entropy-A = 117 %, that is, we have only a slight excess of the optimal length. 


a2 
"Siver" group. Real route (class A) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (84 — 89) is 204 km. There are no foreign objects in the group. 


6. "Dnieper-Left Bank" group (No. 91 - 114) 


If in the previous "Siver" group all the objects are known and reliably localized, 
then in this group unknown or poorly localized objects strongly prevail. It is even 
surprising — why none of the researchers noticed such a clear contrast, but did not notice. 


(91) Korshov 
Korshov (91) on Sosna river (= Pine tree) (92) is a historical and geographical 
puzzle. Probability class for Korshov — G. 


(93) And on Sula 
We accept the Sula — a tributary of the Dnieper. Probability class — A. 


(94) Sneporod 
Sneporod — a literary object. Probability class — F. Why so? Details in my special 
tour [Zharkikh N. I. Geography of Crimean jarlyks of the 15th and 16th centuries. — 
Kyiv: 2024, section "Sneporod / Steprud»]. 


(95) Sknyatyn 
I accept Sknyatino on the Volga (Tver region, Russia). Probability class — A. 


That night the Muscovites tried to kill me again, but thanks to 
the bravery of our air defense soldiers, all the attacking 


Shaheds were destroyed on the approach to Kyiv, so I didn’t even 
hear anything (April 23, 2024 at 8:00 a.m.). 


(96) Groshin 
Groshin from the SRG is a tract that, with some effort, the modern 
village Goroshyne (Poltava region, Ukraine) can be accepted for it. Probability class — C. 


Opupeia (no, not an epic at all) with the provision of aid to 
Ukraine by the USA is finally over. The House of Representatives 
voted, the Senate approved, the President signed. Now political 
scientists (and future historians) will have to find out what 
happened. 

A representative of the US government says: "Well, we had to 
solve our internal problems first." And what about the problems that 


were solved during these seven months? It seems that the only thing 
that has been decided during this time is to adopt the budget for the 
last six months in the middle of the budget year. But the budget is a 
permanent problem, and it is impossible to eliminate it, they will 
have to deal with it again in the fall. 

It probably takes a genius like Viktor Suvorov to put forward 
some plausible version (April 25, 2024 at 8:40 am). 


(97) Chemesov 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 
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(98) Uteshkov 


Settlement Uteshkov never existed, it was the name of the tract, and this name was 
forgotten when in the middle of the 17th century this territory in the Sumy region 
(Ukraine) began to be actively inhabited by Ukrainians. Probability class — G. 


(99) Synech 
Village Sencha in the Myrgorod district of Poltava region (Ukraine) lies on the 
Sula river, and with considerable effort it can be accepted for the ancient 
Synech. Probability class — C. 


(100) Kljapech 
Given the similarity of the name, it is possible to take the 
village Klepachy (Poltava region, Ukraine) with effort. Probability class — C. 


(101) Romen 
Undoubtedly a modern city Romny in Sumy region (Ukraine). Probability class — 
A. 


(102) Kovyla 
I think that here in the SRG we have a simple misunderstanding, a word unfamiliar 
to the scribe was taken as a proper name. Probability class — D. 


(103) Vorona (= Crow) 
I think that there is no question that Vorona in the SRG denotes any settlement. 
This is the name of a tract and / or river. Of the rivers, I like the Vorona-Dniprovska the 
most. I think that the name in SRG refers to a tract at its mouth — in addition to the 
above-mentioned Omelniki (79). Probability class — C. 


(104) Sal 


I think the river Sal is mentioned in the SRG, which originates in Kalmykia, flows 
generally to the west and flows into the Don, I put a mark on its mouth. Probability class 
—A. 


(105) Pesji Kosti (= Dog’s bones) 
Oddly enough, this exotic name is known in other sources. I think that this tract 
was located on the Dnieper within the boundaries of the modern city 
of Dnipro (Sicheslav, Ukraine), where the Oril and Samara confluence. Probability class 
—B. 


(106) Khoten 


Maybe a village Khodyne in Shostka District, Sumy region (Ukraine). Probability 
class — C. 


(107) And on Psel 


Name Psel — unique and refers to a large river (717 km) that flows into the Dnipro 
near Kremenchuk (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(108) Nychyan 


With great effort I accept village Nytsakha in Okhtyrka district of Sumy region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — C. 
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(109) Gorodische 


There are no objective grounds for its localization. Probability class — D. 


(110) Loshytsy 
In the 17th century the Losytsky fort existed for a short time (in the Sumy region, 
Ukraine). Probability class — C. 


(111) Byryn 
We have an almost exact coincidence of the name — village Byryne in Novgorod- 
Siversky district of Chernihiv region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(112) Zholvazh 


Attempts to localize this name on the basis of references in the 17th century lead to 
the place where the modern city Sudzha in Kursk region (Russia) arose. Probability class 
—C. 


(113) Vorskla 


Fortunately, only one object has this name — a large (464 km) river, which 
originates in the Belgorod region of the Russian Federation, crosses the Sumy and 
Poltava regions (Ukraine) and flows into the Dnipro. Probability class — A. 


(114) Khotmyshl 


There can be no doubt that this is a modern village Khotmyzhsk in the Borysiv 
district of the Kursk region of the Russian Federation. Probability class — A. 


This, in my opinion, ends the "Dnieper-Left Bank" group of objects in the SRG (91 
— 114). Only 8 objects can be unequivocally identified, 4 of them are rivers. The rest of 
the names have no counterparts in modern toponymy, and their localization based on 
later references (mainly 17th century) remains controversial. In these late records, there 
are no mentions of specific settlements, only the names of parishes, tracts, and roads. 
Therefore, it should be assumed that such vague names denoted little-known tracts even 
at the time of compilation of the SRG. 

The association of these hypothetically localized places with rivers is mostly 
erroneous. 

Now let’s try to compare this fragment of the SRG with the later lists of 
geographical objects (table with 25 lines). 

One might think that here in the SRG some description of the Dnieper (Omelniki — 
Pesji Kosti— Vorona) and a list of tracts on the left tributaries of the Dnieper (I will call 
it the "Dnieper-Left Bank" list) are not very happily mixed up. 


Maps 
The rather numerous "Dnieper-Left Bank" group is of very low quality, and this is 
clearly visible on the following maps. Since there are very few reliably localized objects, 
the optimal route is quite obvious: 95 — 111 — 101 — 114 — 104 = 1453 km. It is 
plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 


PON Ste 
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To lay the main real route (between objects of class A), you just need to look at the 
list: 95 — 101 > 104 > 111 — 114 = 2410 km. It is plotted in the following diagram 
with red arrows. Arrows of other colors do not have a special meaning, only so that there 
is no confusion when crossing. Entropy-A = 166 %. 
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The full real route (classes A + B + C) looks even worse confusing: 95 — 96 — 99 
— 100 > 101 — 103 — 104 > 105 > 106 > 108 > 110 > 111 > 112 >114= 
3304 km, which gives us entropy-B = 227 %. 
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The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (95 — 104) is 1093 km. I would like to remove two foreign objects 
from the group: Sknyatyn (95) and Sal (104). I think the scribe of the SRG had no idea 
about their location. With their removal, the contour of the group (orange color) acquires 
a diameter of 445 km (103 — 111), or 40 % of the full diameter. 


7. "Dnieper-Pripyat" group (No. 115 - 137) 


While Muscovites and Moscow lovers around the world 
despise Victor Suvorov’s discovery, Chinese comrades are silently 
but productively studying his book "Icebreaker". So to speak, "with 
pleasure and not without morals." 

The moral they derived from that book is quite simple: to 
change the existing world order, it must be broken with the help of 
an ice-breaking state, which is not afraid to take on the hatred for 
the unleashed world war. And then to wait until the participants of 
that war are exhausted in order to dictate own will to them, to 
establish their world order. 

The Chinese comrades appointed Russia to play the role of 
icebreaker. Neither the leadership of Russia itself, nor the Chinese, 
nor even others feel sorry for it. 

And Russia has fulfilled its role — the world order that existed 
until 2022 has been broken. The world will never return to the state 
it was in before (April 29, 2024 at 7:50 am). 


(115) Checheresk 


The name almost exactly coincides with the name of the modern 
town Chachersk in the Gomel region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(116) Teterin 
Small town Teterino in the Kruglyansky district of the Mogilev region 
(Belarus). Probability class — B. 


(117) Popova Gora (= Priest’s mount) 
We have an exact counterpart of the name in the town of Bryansk region (Russia), 
which since 1922 has had its name corrected in the communist spirit Krasnaya 
Gora. Probability class — A. 


(118) Proposhesk 


The name is quite similar to the town Slawharad in Mogilev region (Belarus). 
Before Stalin’s renaming in 1945, it was called Propoysk. Probability class — B. 


(119) Drokov 
Small village Old Drokov in Surazh district of Bryansk region 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(120) Gomii 


Undisputed Gomel, the regional center of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


Al 
(121) Rechitsia 


The name is quite common in both hydronymy and oikonymy; of all the objects of 
this name, the most ancient and significant is the town Rechytsa on the Dnieper in the 
Gomel region (Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(122) Mogilev 
The undisputed city on the Dnieper, the regional center of Belarus. Probability 
class — A. 


In the evening of April 29, 2024, the muscovites attacked 
Odesa (probably with ballistic missiles), hitting the Harry Potter 
Castle. On now — 5 dead, 27 injured, several in very serious 


condition. Vice-rector of the International Humanitarian University 
Borys Vasiliev was killed, Serhiy Kivalov was wounded. I think the 
muscovites hunted him. 

This is how we live (April 30, 2024 at 9:15 am). 


(123) Bykhov 
Modern town Bykhaw in the Mogilev region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(124) Luchin 
Small town on the Dnieper in the Rogachev district of the Gomel region 
(Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(125) Rogachev 
Undeniably — modern district center in Gomel region (Belarus). Probability class — 
A. 


(126) Streshyn 
Only one settlement with this name is known — small town on the Dnieper in the 
Zhlobin district of the Gomel region (Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(127) Ljubech 
The only settlement with this name is this small town on the Dnieper in Chernihiv 
district and region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(128) Navoz (= Manure) 
The name in SRG corresponds almost exactly to the village Dniprovske in 
Chernihiv district and region (Ukraine). Before Khrushchev’s renaming in 1962, it was 
called Navozy. Probability class — A. 


(129) Pripyat River 
Only known one river with this name is a large (775 km) left tributary of the 
Dnieper (Ukraine — Belarus — Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(130) Chernoby! 
There is known only one town of that name on the right bank of Pripyat at its 
confluence with the Dnipro (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 
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(131) Kopyl 


We have only one settlement with this name — city in the Minsk region of 
Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(132) Mozyr 
We have only one settlement with this name — town Mazyr in the Gomel region 
(Belarus) on the Pripyat River. Probability class — A. 


(133) Pererov 


We have only one settlement with this name — the village on Pripyat in the 
Zhitkovychi district of the Gomel region (Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(134) Smedin 
The village has a similar name Snyadin in Pyetrykaw district, Gomel region 
(Belarus). Probability class — B. 


(135) Turov 
A modern city that’s exactly the name on Pripyat (Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(136) Metlitsa river 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(137) Ivanov 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


This group is decidedly different from the previous "Hypatian" group — there are 
absolutely no objects known only from the annals. It is just as decisively different from 
the "Dnieper-Left Bank" group — there are no unknown tracts here. The list is made 
clearly and with knowledge of the matter, out of 23 objects, only two cannot be localized 
(and, perhaps, got to the end of this group by accident). Also, only three names require 
some assumptions, and the rest are easily identified with existing settlements. Here we 
even see a desire to arrange the objects along the river — down the Dnieper and further up 
the Pripyat, although the arrangement is not completely consistent. 


Maps 
The Dnipro-Pripyat group is quite numerous, unlike the Dnipro-Left Bank group — 
very high-quality and compact. Since there are many reliably located objects, the optimal 
route is not obvious, I chose the following: 131 — 135 — 133 — 132 — 130 > 128 > 
127 — 121 — 120 > 126 — 124 > 125 > 123 — 122 — 115 — 117 — 119 = 959 
km. It is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. But someone willing can try 
to build a more economical route. 
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"Dnieper-Pripyat" group. 
Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between objects of class A), you just need to look at the 
list: 115 — 117 > 119 —> 120 > 121 — 122 — 123 — 124 —> 125 — 126 > 127 > 
128 —> 130 — 131 — 132 — 133 — 135 = 1382 km. It is plotted in the following 
diagram with red arrows. Entropy-A = 144 %. 
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"Dnieper-Pripyat" group. 
Real route (class A) 


The complete real route (classes A + B) looks more confusing: 115 — 116 — 117 
— 118 > 119 > 120 > 121 — 122 > 123 — 124 > 125 > 126 > 127 — 128 — 130 
— 131 > 132 > 133 > 134 > 135 = 1822 km, which gives us entropy-B = 190 %. 
Arrows of different colors do not have a special meaning, only so that there is no 
confusion when crossing. There are only three conditionally localized objects in the 
group, but even they increase the route by almost 500 km. 
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"Dnieper-Pripyat" group. 
Real route (classes A + B) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black outline on 
the map. Its diameter (119 — 131) is 345 km. There are no significant foreign objects in 
the group, except that Kopyl (131) stands far from both the Dnipro and Pripyat. But its 
removal slightly reduces the diameter. 


8. "Volyn-Halych" group (No. 138 - 176) 


And the states, which were considered "great" until 2022, 
continue to play Munich-ism and Chamberlain-ism, guided by the 
philosophy of "somehow it will be." Does anyone in the USA 
seriously believe that with one battalion of "Abrams" it is possible 
to win the war against the Rotten-Straw Horde? Or with one 
division of the Patriots? Or with one squadron of F-16 (which is yet 


to be seen if there will be or not, and if there will be — then when. 
And will it really be a full squadron?). 

All the help that the "coalition in support of Ukraine" can 
provide without general mobilization (I mean, first of all, the 
mobilization of industry, its reorganization for war production) — all 
this help is only capable of restraining the horde, but not exhausting 


it and defeating it. 

Well, once upon a time, even before the First World War, 
world politics was determined by the "concert of six great powers." 
And where are they now? I think the same thing threatens the 
current "big seven". But the leaders of the "seven" themselves are 
not afraid of this. "Somehow it will be" (May 3, 2024 at 7:52 am). 


By the way, about "Abrams". It was published just in time for 
Independence Day (August 24, 2024): presentation article 
in Military Watch Magazine: out of 31 tanks, 20 have already been 
lost. 

I recall that as soon as they arrived in Ukraine in September 
2023, our military said that they needed additional protection. Then 
nothing was heard of them until January 2024, and now we have the 
experience of 7 months of their fighting: they are not protected from 
drones. 

The author of the article predicts that Ukraine will not receive 
more Abrams, because the USA does not want to continue to show 
potential buyers its unsuitability for modern war. But potential 
buyers also know how to count both money and tanks, and also 
know how to read in English. And there is no other tank in the USA, 
and so far no work in this direction has been heard. 

Aviation in the years of World War II showed the unsuitability 
of heavy battleships, and it is possible that our war will show the 
unsuitability of heavy tanks, these land-based battleships (August 
27, 2024 at 9:33 am). 


(138) Vruchii 


Undisputed modern town Ovruch in Zhytomyr region (Ukraine). Probability class 
—A. 


(139) Zhytomel 


Exactly such a name does not exist, so it has to be corrected 
to Zhytomyr (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(140) Korech 
In the Hypatian Chronicle, we have mentions of Korchesk under the year 6658 
(1150). Modern town Korets in Rivne region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(141) And these are from Volyn 
The title mentions Volyn as a region, not as a specific settlement. Also, this title 
does not denote any political body, and its block does not begin with the capital, but with 
a random insignificant Stepan. 


(142) Stepan 
The name exactly corresponds to the modern one town in Sarny district of Rivne 
region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 
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(143) Horyn river 


Only known one river of such a name. This is a large river (659 km), flows in 
Ukraine generally from south to north and flows into Pripyat. Her mention should 
probably be attributed to Stepan. Probability class — A. 


(144) Ostro 


The exact name is unknown, we have to assume that we have an unwritten name 
here Ostrog (town in Rivne district, Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(145) Khorobor 
We have only one object with this name. It was mentioned three times in the 
Hypatian Chronicle. Undoubtedly, this is a fragment of the "Hypatian" group, which fell 
into the wrong place. 
I accept Korop in Chernihiv region (Ukraine). Probability class — C. 


(146) Luchesk Velikiy 
Undoubtedly modern Lutsk (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(147) on Styr 
We only have one river this name is a tributary of Horyn (Ukraine). This is a 
significant river (483 km), and Lutsk really stands on it. Probability class — A. 


(148) Ivan 


A modern village Ivanye in Dubno district, Rivne region (Ukraine). Probability 
class — B. 


(149) on Ikva 
Ikva is a fairly large river (155 km), which flows generally from south to north and 
flows into Styr (Ukraine). Both the village Ivanye and the town Kremenets stand on this 
river, so its mention can be attributed to any of these objects. Probability class — A. 


(150) Kremenets 
The name fits exactly modern town in the Ternopil region (Ukraine). Probability 
class — A. 


(151) Belz 
The only known object with this name is a small modern town in the 
Chervonohrad district of the Lviv region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(152) Dubychi 


The name cannot be localized. Probability class — D. 


And while the Munichists and the Obamacrats are rejoicing 
that they have frozen the war in Ukraine (the front is practically not 
moving), the partisan unit named after Pavlik Morozov is deploying 
its actions right on NATO territory: 


— April 27, 2024 in Germany killed two servicemen of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, who were there for treatment. It turned 
out to be a murderer — who would have thought! — a Russian 

— May 1, 2024 in the same Germany "left extremists" set fire 


to the villa of Armin Papperger, head of the Rheinmetall arms 
company, which supplies arms to Ukraine. But it is not specified 
whether these "extremists" were in civil or "left-extremist" 
uniforms, i.e. under uniforms with red stars. 

— May 3, 2024 in Berlin caught fire plant of the Diehl 
company. In particular, it produces Iris-T air defense systems, which 
have proven themselves very well in Ukraine. It does not write 
anything about the discovery of the the «Pravda» newspaper at the 
scene of the accident. 

— May 4, 2024. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Germany caused ambassador of the Russian Federation due to 
Russian cyber-attacks on German defense and technological 
companies. It’s just not clear to me — why not the Ministry of 
Defense of the Federal Republic of Germany? (Oh, not the 
ambassador — the chargé d’ affaires. Oh, oh, not the chargé d’affaires 
— the acting chargé d’ affaires! Such and such a level of relations!) 

All that remains is to set fire to the Reichstag and plant a 
victory flag on it (May 5, 2024 at 8:05 am). 


(153) Terebovl 


Currently, only one object of this name is known — the town Terebovla in the 
Ternopil district and region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(154) Ljubno 
I consider Ljubno an unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(155) Zudechev 


Form Zudechev was widespread at the end of the 14th — Ist centuries. 15th century 
under the name of modern Zhidachev (Lviv region, Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(156) Kholm (= Hill) 
City Kholm in the west of the Ukrainian ethnic territory, in the Lublin Voivodeship 
of Poland — ancient, significant and well-known. Probability class — A. 


(157) Drugabots 


It is not difficult to recognize in this name the modern city Drohobych in the Lviv 
region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(158) Solona (= Salty) river 


The river we need now is called Solonitsa. It is 20 km long, flows generally to the 
north and flows into the Tysmenytsia River just on the eastern outskirts of 
Drohobych. Probability class — A. 


Well, before I have time to write anything, Western pen sharks 
steal everything from my computer and publish it under their name. 
So I saw that the newspaper "Financial Times" had already 


published an article with the characteristic title "Russia 
plotting sabotage across Europe, intelligence agencies warn". Here 
is the discovery! (May 6, 2024 at 7:42 am). 


49 
(159) Izborsko 


This name was very popular in the SRG — we have as many as three copies of it in 
positions 159, 260, 434. The most reliable and high-quality record is in position 434, I 
consider it the main one. In position 159 we have doubling, for what reason — I can’t 
guess. Probability class — G. 


(160) Lviv the Great 


It is undoubtedly a modern city Lviv, the regional center of Ukraine. Probability 
class — A. 


(161) Volyn 
Reviewing the news about the "Volyn town" showed that such a town never 
existed [Zharkikh N. I. The mythical "town Volyn". — Kyiv: 2024]. We should not talk 
about where and when it existed, but about where the compiler of the SRG borrowed this 
name from. 
A purely literary object. Probability class — F. 


(162) on the Bug 
Apparent Bug (Western Bug), borrowed from the chronicle record about 
Volyn. Probability class — A. 


(163) Volodymyr 
City Volodymyr in Volyn (Ukraine) was founded on the initiative of Prince 
Volodymyr Svyatoslavych of Kyiv and was first mentioned in the annals under the year 
988. Probability class — A. 


(164) Dorohobuch 
Now Dorogobuzh — a village of the Rivne district and region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — B. 


(165) Przemysl 
Of the three objects of this name, the largest and best known is the modern 
city Przemysl on the San River in the Subcarpathian Voivodeship of Poland. In the 
Hypatian Chronicle, Przemysl is systematically mentioned from 6489 (981) to 6791 
(1283). Probability class — A. 


(166) Peremil 
The only settlement with exactly this name is this one village in the Lutsk district 
of the Volyn region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(167) Halych 
A modern town Halych (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(168) Sambor 


I believe that the reference refers to Staryi Sambor (Ukraine) as a settlement 
mentioned a little earlier. Probability class — A. 
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(169) Saint Onuphrius lies there 


This place in the SRG should be considered the personal view of the compiler or 
his mistake in good faith (the monastery of St. Onuphrius (Lviv region, Ukraine) is taken 
as the place of hiding the relics). Probability class — F. 


(170) Chevertnja 
The only known settlement of this name is this one village in the Lutsk district of 
the Volyn region (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(171) Chertoryesk 
The only known name today is the village Old Chortoriysk on the Styr River in the 
Lutsk district (Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(172) Pinsk 
The only candidate for this name is a modern town Pinsk at the confluence of the 
Pina River in Pripyat, Berestja region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(173) Pina river 
Small (40 km) Pina River flows from west to east and flows into Pripyat in 
Pinsk. Probability class — A. 


(174) Vorobeesk on Strumen (175) 

Strumen is the name of the branch of the Pripyat River, which starts from Lake 
Nobel, flows generally to the northeast and connects with the main channel in the village 
of Kachanovichi in the Pinsk District, Berestja region (Belarus). 

The probability class for Strumen is A. Probability class for Vorobiysk — D. 


(176) Berestja 
I think it is Brest (Berestja) — the regional center of Belarus, an ancient, important 
and well-known city at the confluence of the Mukhavets and the Bug. Probability class — 
A. 


In general, the "Volyn-Halych" group is characterized by a high quality of records 
— out of 39 objects, 30 are localized without any problems, another 2 are localized with a 
high probability. Khorobor (145) and Izborsk (159) were included in this group by 
accident, "Volyn" (161) is borrowed from the chronicle, the news about St. Onuphrius 
(169) is clearly erroneous. 

Despite the fact that many objects of the group are known from the ancient Rus’ 
annals, the group as a whole is not composed according to the annals, it contains many 
objects that actually existed in the 2nd half 14 — 1 half 15th century and were not known 
in the previous time. 

With the exception of the mentioned random jumps, all the objects of the group lie 
in Volyn and Galicia, but there is no geographical ordering among them, the list freely 
jumps from Lithuanian Volyn to Polish Galicia and back, regardless of the political 
border. 


Maps 


I made the following optimal route: 139 — 138 — 172 > 175 > 176 > 156 > 
163 — 146 > 170 > 171 > 142 — 140 — 144 — 150 — 166 — 151 — 160 > 165 > 
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168 > 157 — 155 — 167 > 153 = 1572 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with 
blue arrows. But those willing can try to build a more economical route. 
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"Volyn-Halytsk" group. Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between objects of class A), just look at the list: 138 — 
139 — 140 — 142 — 144 > 146 — 150 > 151 — 153 > 155 — 156 — 157 — 160 > 
163 — 165 — 166 > 167 — 168 — 170 > 171 — 172 > 175 > 176 = 2738 km. It is 
plotted in the following diagram with red arrows. Arrows of different colors do not have 
a special meaning, only so that there is no confusion when crossing. Entropy-A = 174 %. 
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"Volyn- alytsk" group. Real route (class A) 


Complete real route (classes A + B + C): 138 — 139 > 140 > 142 — 144 > 145 
— 146 > 148 > 150 — 151 — 153 — 155 — 156 > 157 — 160 — 163 — 164 — 165 
— 166 — 167 > 168 > 170 — 171 > 172 > 175 — 176 = 3945 km, which gives us 
entropy-B = 251 %. 
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The list does not show a clear concept of what is historical Volyn and what is 
historical Galicia; he moves from Volyn to Galicia four times and returns to Volyn. 
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"Volyn-Halytsk" group. Real route (classes A + B + C) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (145 — 165) is 741 km. We would like to remove three foreign 
objects from the group: Ovruch (138), Zhytomyr (139) and Khorobor (145). I think the 
SRG scribe had no idea about the location of the latter (it would be better to attribute it 
to the "Hypatian" group). Ovruch and Zhytomyr do not fit into either the previous 
"Pripyat" group, or the next "Volyn". In the Ist half 15th century these two towns 
belonged to the (theoretical) Kyiv principality, but SRG does not show the slightest 
understanding of what the Kyiv principality was at the end of the 14th century and 
further mid-15th century 

With the removal of these three objects, the diameter of the core of the group 
decreases to 370 km (168 — 172, orange contour), or 50 % of the full diameter. 


9. "Chaotic" group (No. 177 -— 180) 


Now, starting May 14, 2024, I start each working day by 
studying the power outage schedules on the Yasno website. They do 
not always last, mostly in the direction of liberalization (they 
promised to turn it off — and did not turn it off), but as the feral 


hours approach, I have to put the computer to sleep so that nothing 
is lost. This is how Muscovites remind us of their existence. 


But what do these small troubles mean in comparison with the 
sacrifices that our valiant army bears, restraining the onslaught of 
the Rotten-Straw Horde! (May 23, 2024 at 8:35 am). 


(177) Brynesk 


The exact name is currently unknown. Accordingly, a number of hypotheses have 
been put forward — how to correct this name in order to interpret it. 


55 


I consider all these assumptions inconvenient. They should be discarded. Here we 
have either a false copy of Bryansk (81), or a completely unknown object. Probability 
class — D. 


(178) Kolyvan 


Kolyvan — the ancient name of the modern city of Tallinn, the capital of 
Estonia. Probability class — A. 


(179) Serenesk 
Ancient town, now the village in Meshchovsk district of Kaluga region 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(180) Swinesk 
There are no plausible hypotheses. Probability class — D. 


This small group of 4 records shows very low quality: two undisputed objects and 
two completely unknown. This group was added to the "Volyn cities" by error: neither of 
the two clear names refers to Volyn. 


Map 
The "chaotic" group has only two reliably localized objects, and for it the entire 
developed mapping technique is superfluous. I present its location on the map so that 
you can imagine the amplitude of the chaos: 
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The diameter of the group is 870 km. It consists of only foreign objects. 


10. "Lithuanian" group (No. 181 -— 226) 


On May 25, 2024, around 4:00 p.m., Muscovites hit the 
Epicenter store in Kharkiv with two guided aerial bombs. About 200 
people were there. As of 18:18 On May 26, 2024, we already have 


16 killed and 44 wounded, and the demolition of the rubble is still 
ongoing. These dead will no longer read what I continue to write... 
(May 27, 2024 at 8:27 am). 
After the mysterious Svynesk in the SRG there is the heading "A se litovskyi" 
(181, = there are Lithuanian) and, as is customary everywhere in the SRG, the list begins 
not with the capital of the state, but with the completely random Sluchesk. This block is 
very large and should be divided into two groups. 


(182) Sluchesk 
There is no doubt that it is a modern town Slutsk in the Minsk region of Belarus, 
but the form of the name indicates deep antiquity, perhaps taken from the Hypatian 
Chronicle. Probability class — A. 


(183) Gorodets 


This record is mistakenly attributed to Grodno. This is illusory clarity. Probability 
class — D. The real Grodno is listed below, in position 228. 


(185) Merech 
Now it is a town Merkiné on the Neman 90 km southwest of Vilnius 
(Lithuania). Probability class — A. 


(186) Klechesk 
Currently, there are no settlements with exactly this name, and the only contender 
for this position of the SRG is a modern town Klyetsk in the Minsk region (Belarus), 
which stands on the Lan’ river. Probability class — A. 


(187) Kernov 
The only candidate for this name is a modern Lithuanian town Kernavé on the 
Vilia River 35 km northwest of Vilnius. Probability class — A. 


(188) Kovno 


Again, the only contender for the name is a modern Lithuanian city Kaunas on the 
Neman. Probability class — A. 


(189) Vilkomirye 
The only candidate is a modern Lithuanian town Ukmergeé 70 km north of 
Vilnius. Probability class — A. 


(190) Moishogola 
This town is now called MaiSiagala 23 km north of Vilnius. Probability class — A. 


(191) Vilno 
There can be no doubt that it is about modern Vilnius, the capital of 
Lithuania. Probability class — A. 


55 


(192) Velia 
Undoubtedly, the large (510 km) river Vilia (Lithuanians call it Neris), which 
flows into the Neman in Kaunas. The capital of Lithuania, Vilnius, stands on 
it. Probability class — A. 


(193) Vilno 
This river is much smaller (71 km), now it is called Vilnia / Vilnelé / Vilnia and 
flows into the Neris so that the historical center of Vilnius is located on a cape between 
these rivers. Undoubtedly, the author of the description in the SRG knew what he was 
writing. Probability class — A. 


(194) Troky Stary kamenny (= old, stone) 
Today it is a village Seniieji Trakai 4 km southwest of the more famous Trakai 
(New Trakai, Lithuania). Probability class — A. 


(195) New Troky 
The above-mentioned Troky became "Old" after Prince Keistut established a new 
residence on the island between the Halve, Luka and Totorishkes lakes. Probability class 
—A. 


(196) Medniki kamen (= stone) 
There are two candidates for this title. I accept Medininkai (Lithuania) in view of 
the brick castle. Probability class — B. 


(197) Krev kamen (= stone) 
The only candidate for this name is a modern town Kreva in the Smorgon district 
of the Grodno region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(198) Loshesk 
Village Losk is located in the Volozhinsky district of the Minsk region (Belarus) — 
just 11 km southeast of Krevo. Probability class — A. 


(199) Holshany 
The only candidate for this name is a modern town Halshany in the Oshmyany 
district of the Grodno region of Belarus. It is located 18 km west of Krevo. Probability 
class — A. 


This morning, the Muscovites of the Rotten-Straw Horde 
decided to organize another attack on Kyiv, and at exactly 5 o’clock 
I heard an explosion — not very close, but quite distinct. No, it 
wasn’t a signal for the end of the curfew — write about the attack of 


cruise missiles. 

And in Kharkiv, there is also a morning attack, and 
already write about 3 dead and more than 20 injured (May 31, 2024 
at 7:42). 


(200) Berezuesk 


I think it is impossible to localize this ephemeral "town". Probability class — D. 
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(201) Dryutesk 


A modern town Drutsk in Tolochyn district of Vitebsk region 
(Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(202) Nemyza 
A purely literary "town". Probability class — F. 


They write, that I heard everything correctly yesterday: one 
russian Iskander-K missile flew to Kyiv itself, it was shot down, and 


the fragments still caused damage in the Golosiiv district. The 
explosions over this area can be heard well in my house, although it 
is not close (Jun 1, 2024 at 8:19 am). 


(203) Rsha kamen (= stone) 
A modern town Orsha in the Vitebsk region (Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(204) Gorvol 


There is no such name today, but there is a very similar one — a village Gorval in 
the Richytsky district of the Gomel region. Probability class — A. 


(205) Svisloch 
There are two Svisloch rivers in Belarus (alone flows into Neman, a friend — in 
Berezina), as well as the city and three towns of such a name. So, there is a lot to choose 
from. 
I do not see the possibility of giving preference to any one settlement. Probability 
class — D. 


(206) Lukoml 
The main contender for this name is a modern town Lukoml in the Vitebsk region 
of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(207) Logosko 


The exact name is currently unknown, there is a fairly similar one — the 
town Lahoysk 40 km north of Minsk (Belarus). Probability class — A. 


(208) Poltesk 
The object is described in such detail that there can be no doubt that it is 
modern Polotsk in the Vitebsk region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(209, 214) on Dvina 
This large (1020 km) river is now called Daugava, flows into the Gulf of Riga of 
the Baltic Sea, and Polotsk really stands on it. Probability class — A. 
Another, slightly smaller (744 km) Northern Dvina flows into the White Sea. 
Although we have 4 objects on it in the SRG (409 — 412), it itself is not mentioned in the 
SRG. 


(210) and on the Polota 
A small (93 km) river Palata flows into the Western Dvina, so the historical center 
of Polotsk is located on the cape of these rivers. The Polota River is first mentioned in 


| 


the story of "Primary Chronicle" about the resettlement of the Slavs. Probability class — 
A. 


(211) St. Sophia of stone with seventh domes 
St. Sophia’s Cathedral in Polotsk has survived to this day heavily destroyed and 
rebuilt, on reconstruction supposed original appearance from shown with 7 domes. Thus, 
all topographic information about Polotsk in the SRG corresponds to reality. Probability 
class — A. 


(212) Vidbesk 3 stone walls 
Modern Vitebsk, the regional center of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(213) and the river Vydba 
Small (33 km) river Vytba flows into the Western Dvina in the very center of 
Vitebsk, so its historical center is located on the cape of these rivers. Probability class — 
A. Mentions in the SRG of the small rivers of Polota and Vitba show the familiarity of 
the author of these records with the topography of the named cities. 


(215) Novyj gorodok litovskyi (= New town of Lithuania) 
I think there can be no doubt that it is a modern town Novogrudok in the Grodno 
region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(216) Obolchi 


The exact name is currently unknown, there is a name quite similar to it Oboltsi — a 
town in the Tolochyn district of the Vitebsk region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(217) Lebedev 
M. Lyubavskyi on the map attached to his book "Regional division and local 
government of the Lithuanian-Russian state at the time of the publication of the first 
Lithuanian Statute" [Oblastnoe delenie i mestnoe upravlenie Litovsko-Russkogo 
gosudarstva... — Moscow: 1892] showed the town Lebedevo Molodechne District, 
Minsk Region. M. Tikhomirov joined this opinion. Probability class — B. 


(218) Borisov 
A significant city in the Minsk region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(219) Lida 
The only contender for such a name is a modern town Lida in the Grodno region of 
Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(220) Punya 
The name is unique, there is no doubt that this is a modern village Punia near 
Alytus in Lithuania. Probability class — A. 


(221) Lubutesk 
This town existed in the 14th and 15th centuries. It is believed that now it 
is hillfort on the right bank of the Oka near the village Troitskoe in Ferzykovo district of 
Kaluga region (Russia). Probability class — A. 
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(222) Perelai 
This is a modern village Perloja in the Varéna district of Lithuania (76 km 
southwest of Vilnius). Probability class — A. 


(223) Rodno 
The object cannot be localized. Probability class — D. 


(224) Mensk 


We have one candidate for this name — modern Minsk, the capital of 
Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(225) Mchenesk 
The only candidate for this title is a modern town Mtsensk in Oryol region of the 
Russian Federation. Probability class — A. 


(226) Izheslavl 
Now it is a town Zaslawye near Minsk (Belarus). Probability class — A. 


In general, the "Lithuanian" group of SRG records (182 — 226) shows high quality: 
out of 45 records, only 4 could not be interpreted + 1 purely literary "town". The 
remaining 40 entries (89 %) either exactly match modern names or are interpreted with 
sufficient certainty. 

The disadvantage of this group is the mention of Lubutsk (221) and Mtsensk (225), 
located on the eastern border of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (as of the 15th century). 
Except for them, the rest of the objects are located in the south of modern Lithuania and 
in the north of modern Belarus. 


Maps 
The "Lithuanian" group is quite numerous and quite high-quality, but very 
confused. I made the following optimal route: 221 — 225 — 204 — 182 — 186 — 215 
— 219 — 222 — 185 — 220 — 188 — 189 —> 187 — 190 > 191 — 195 — 194 — 199 
— 197 — 198 — 226 — 224 — 207 — 218 — 206 — 216 — 201 — 203 — 212 — 208 
= 1913 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. But those willing 


can try to build a more economical route. 
ie Cis 2 , a sa * =) 
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To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 182 — 185 — 186 — 187 — 188 — 189 — 190 — 191 — 194 — 195 + 197 > 
198 — 199 — 201 — 203 — 204 — 206 — 207 — 208 — 212 — 215 — 216 — 218 > 
219 — 220 — 221 — 222 — 224 — 225 — 226 = 6250 km. It is plotted on the 
following diagram with arrows of different colors; colors do not have a special meaning, 
only so that there is no confusion when crossing (and it still occurs, because there are not 
enough bright colors, you have to use pale ones). Entropy-A = 327 %, greater than any 
calculated up to this point. 


— 


yeti = on oS 
"Lithuanian" group. Real route (class A) 


Complete real route (classes A + B): 182 — 185 — 186 — 187 — 188 — 189 > 
190 > 191 — 194 > 195 — 196 > 197 — 198 — 199 — 201 — 203 — 204 — 206 > 
207 — 208 — 212 — 215 — 216 — 217 — 218 — 219 — 220 — 221 — 222 — 224 > 
225 — 226 = 6476 km, which gives us entropy-B = 338 %. Entropy growth is small due 
to the fact that the list was supplemented with only two conditionally localized objects: 
Pr een er a 


sores empor 


ian 


ithuanian" group. Real route (classes A + B) 


" 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black outline on 
the map. Its diameter (188 — 225) is 845 km. We would like to remove three foreign 
objects from the group: Gorvol (204), Lubutsk (221), Mtsensk (225). The first of them 
fits much better into the "Dnipro-Pripyat" group, and the last two — into the next 
"Toropets-Jerusalem group". 
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With the removal of these three objects, the core of the group (orange contour) 
acquires a diameter of 424 km (188 — 203), or 50 % of the full diameter. 


11. "Toropets-Jerusalem" group (No. 227 -— 284) 
Having listed the objects in the territory of modern Lithuania and the north of 
Belarus, the SRG moves on to the objects that, as of the 15th century. were located on 
the northeastern and eastern borders of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. 


(227) Toropets drevyan (= wooden) 
It is the town in the modern Tver region of the Russian Federation. Probability 
class — A. 


(228) Gorodno 
Above when I tried to interpret record 183, I had already gathered information 
about the history of Grodno. If entry 183 could not be convincingly explained, then there 
is no doubt: it refers to the modern city of Grodno, the regional center of 
Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(229) Mashchin 


The name cannot be convincingly interpreted. Probability class — D. 


(230) Belaa 
A modern town Bely in the south-west of the Tver region (Russia), it is possible to 
tie it to the entry in the SRG only with great effort. Probability class — C. 


(231) Moreva 
This is a doubling of entry 418. There is this one Moreva recorded among the 
possessions of Veliky Novgorod, and we will talk about it in more detail 
there. Probability class — G. 


(232) Vorotynesk 
The object cannot be localized. Probability class — D. 


(233) Shernesk 
A purely literary "town". Probability class — F. 


(234) Devyagoresk 
I think there can be no doubt that Devyagoresk was located near the modern 
town Chekalin in Tula region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(235) Kpertuev 
This entry in the SRG is the result of a transcription error or a desperate attempt to 
somehow adapt a foreign name to the Russian language. Probability class — D. 


(236) Vostyobacher 
Splitting the word into two parts was not justified and should be 
rejected. Probability class — D. 


(237) Bozhesk 
L. E. Makhnovets in his translations of the Hypatian chronicle expressed the 
assumption that Bozhesk / Bozhskyi is a settlement on the left bank of the Bog in the 
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village Suslovtsi (Khmelnytskyi district and region, Ukraine). It is located 17 km east of 
the undisputedly localized Medzhibozh. Probability class — C. 


(238) Mezesk 


The town of Mezetsk is mentioned in the 15th century. Starting from the 16th 
century it started calling Meshchovsk (Kaluga region, Russia). Probability class — A. 


(239) Meshchesk 
As we can see, the SRG scribe also knew the alternative name of Mezetsk and 
wrote it down. He probably considered Meshchesk / Meshchovsk to be a separate town, 


but he was wrong. I consider the record to be a duplicate of Mezetsk. Probability class — 
G. 


(240) Masalesk 


This is a modern town Mosalsk Kaluga region. Probability class — A. 


(241) Onuze 
Such a settlement is currently unknown, and there is no river with such a name. 
The entry in the SRG was borrowed from the annals under 6745 (1237) Probability class 
—F. 


(242) Obolensk 


Nowadays it is hillfort near the village Obolenskoye Zhukov District, Kaluga 
region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(243) Sutesk 


Suteysk was mentioned for the first and last time in the "Primary Chronicle" in 
6605 (1097). It is believed that it was located near the modern village Sasiadka in 
Zamostia County, Lublin Voivodeship, Poland. Probability class — A. The source of the 
SRG record was a list of "Primary Chronicle". 


(244) Yasenets 
This name very common: in Ukraine we have a village and a river of this name, in 
Belarus — 4 villages, 13 settlements in modern Poland. There is no hope of finding "our" 
Yasenets among them. Probability class — D. 


(245) Ostree 


With some probability, it can be assumed that Ostree was located near the 
lake Bolshoe Ostryo in the Pskov region (Russia). Probability class — C. 
It was raining with a thunderstorm tonight in Kyiv, but in 
between the rain waves, around 4 o’clock in the morning, I heard a 
series of very distant and very dull, indistinct sounds, but clearly not 


a thunderstorm. And that’s they write: there were several waves of 
cruise missiles and Shaheds, our air defense destroyed everything on 
the approaches to the city (June 12, 2024 at 8:00). 


(246) Mykulyn 
I willfully assume a modern town Mykyluntsi in Ternopil district and region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — C. 
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(247) Starodub on Lan’ (248) 
I accept town Starodub in Bryansk region (Russia). Probability class — A. 
(249) Mglin 
A modern town Meglin in Bryansk region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(250) Krychev 
Modern Krychaw — a town in the Mogilev region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(251) Kozelesk 
A modern town Kozelsk in the Kaluga region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(252) Rybchesk 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(253) Slovenesk 
Slovenesk should be considered an unknown object. Probability class — D. 


Yesterday’s rocket fire in Kryvyi Rih had serious 
consequences. They write, that after the completion of rescue 


operations, we have 9 killed and 29 wounded (June 13, 2024 at 
WD), 


(254) Serpeesk 
We have only one candidate for this name — a modern village Serpeysk in 
Meshchovsk district of Kaluga region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(255) Golotychesk 
The object with exactly the same name was mentioned for the first and last time in 
the "Primary Chronicle" in 6579 (1071). Probability class — F. 


(256) Shumesk 
A modern town Shumsk in the Kremenets district of the Ternopil region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — A. 


(257) Oleshesk 


This name cannot be interpreted. Probability class — D. 


(258) Muravin 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(259) Derevesk 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(260) Izboresk 
Another copy of Pskov’s Izborsk. There was one earlier (159), and the real Izborsk 
will be further (434). Duplication of name. Probability class — G. 


They write, that an explosion rang out in Kyiv in the morning, 
probably some high-speed target was shot down. I personally didn’t 


hear it, but if those muscovitian "high-speed (supersonic) targets" 
were flying at me, I would have died without hearing anything. 
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Typically we hear enemy targets flying past us (Jun 14, 2024 at 7:29 
am). 


(261) Veveresk 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(262) Meresk 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(263) Pustaa Rzhova on the Volga (264) 
Pusta Rzheva seems to be a modern village Dvortsy Bezhanytsky District, Pskov 
Region, 30 km southeast of Novorzhev (Russia). I accept this localization with a 
caveat. Probability class — C. 


(265) Melechya 


I accept the village Melecha in the Demyansk district of the Novgorod region 
(Russia) with a reservation. Probability class — B. 


(266) Seluk 
Probably a village Vseluky in Peno district, Tver region (Russia). Probability class 
—B. 


(267) Vosvjato 
A modern town Usvyaty in the south of Pskov region (Russia). Probability class — 
B. 


(268) Zyzhech 
Probably a village Zhizhica in Kunya district, Pskov region (Russia). Probability 
class — B. 


(269) Jerusalem 


Finally, there was a name about which there can be no doubt. This is capital of 
modern Israel. Probability class — A. 


(270) Rzhyshchev 
I accept with effort town Rzhyshchiv on the Dnieper in Obukhiv district of Kyiv 
region (Ukraine). Probability class — C. 


(271) Beloberezhye 


The toponym is quite common. For the interpretation of SRG, only Biloberezhye 
from the annals is provided. Probability class — B. 


(272) Samara 
I think it’s a river Samara, which flows into the Dnipro (Ukraine). Probability class 


=A, 


(273) Bronitsarev 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 
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(274) Osechen 


There is no doubt that Osechen was located somewhere near Rzhev in Russia, but 
its exact location has not yet been identified. Probability class — D. 


(275) Rjasna 
The researchers point to the village Rjasnja Starytsky district, Tver region, 50 km 
north of Rzhev (Russia). I should agree with this. Probability class — A. 


(276) Tur 


Perhaps the Tury churchyard in the Toropets district, which since 1923 has been 
called Pokrovskoye Probability class — C. 


(277) Koporya 
The name repeats the name of Koporya No. 424, which is better placed among 


Novgorod objects. This is already the third time when Novgorod objects fall into the 
"Toropets" group. Probability class — G. 


(278) on Porog 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(279) Karachev 


The name is unique and undeniably relevant to modern town Karachev in Bryansk 
region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(280) Torusa 
Undisputed modern town Tarusa on Oka in the Kaluga region (Russia). Probability 
class — A. 


(281) Tud 
A modern river Tudovka has a length of 103 km, flows in the Tver region (Russia). 
Currently, it is possible to accept the name in SRG as the name of the river. Probability 
class — A. 


(282) Syzhka 
We can agree that in the 14th and 15th centuries the river Syzhka was famous 
(Sishka). Probability class — A. 


(283) Goryshon 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(284) Luky (= bows) 
Luky from the SRG should be considered an unknown object. Probability class — 
iD: 


We have a total of 58 objects in the "Toropets-Jerusalem" group. Of them, we have 
reliably localized (A) — 20 (34 %), relatively reliably localized (B) — 5 (9 %), poorly, 
uncertainly localized (B) — 6 (10 %), unknown (D) — 17 (29 %), literary (E) — 4 (7 %), 
duplicates — 3 (5 %). The total number of problematic objects (B — Z) is 30, or 52 %. 
Therefore, this part of SRG is of very low quality. 
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Maps 
Just before midnight, around 11:50 PM on August 5, 2024, I 
heard air raid sirens, and shortly thereafter (at approximately 0:07 
AM on August 6, 2024), no fewer than seven explosions were heard 
within a very short period of time, up to one minute. And another 
explosion in the ear a little later, somewhere at 0:35 on August 6, 
2024. Maybe there were more of them in this series, only I woke up 
already on the last one. 
They write, that muscovites bombarded Kyiv with Iskander-M 
ballistic missiles or North Korean KN-23 missiles. Currently, there 
are no victims or destruction in Kyiv (August 6, 2024 at 8:00 a.m.). 


The "Toropets-Jerusalem" group is quite numerous, but of very low quality and 
very chaotic. I made the following optimal route: 269 (we start from Jerusalem, no other 
way!) > 272 — 256 > 243 — 228 — 248 — 250 — 249 — 247 — 279 — 254 — 240 
— 238 — 251 — 234 > 280 — 242 — 275 — 282 — 281 — 227 (and we finish in 
Toropets) = 4824 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. But those 
willing can try to build a more economical route. 


a —_ \ ; 
EN - 2 ? Dann: 


"Toropets-Jerusalem" group. Optimal route 


Appeared specification, that two of the four ballistic missiles 
were shot down (whether they were Iskanders or KN-23 — they have 


not yet written). Also wrote, that debris from a downed rocket fell 
on a parking lot in the Desna district of Kyiv (August 6, 2024 at 
10:17 a.m.). 


To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 227 — 228 — 234 — 238 — 240 — 242 — 243 — 247 — 248 — 249 — 250 > 
251 — 254 — 256 — 269 — 272 — 275 — 279 — 280 — 281 — 282 = 11276 km. It is 
plotted on the following diagram with arrows of different colors; colors do not have a 
special meaning, only so that there is no confusion when crossing (and it still occurs, 
because there are not enough bright colors, you have to use pale ones). Entropy-A = 234 
%. 


q 


-Jerusalem" group. Real route (class A) 


"Toropets 
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Complete real route (classes A + B + C): 227 — 228 — 230 — 234 — 237 — 238 
— 240 — 242 — 243 — 245 — 246 — 247 — 248 — 249 — 250 > 251 — 254 — 256 
— 263 — 265 — 266 — 267 — 268 — 269 — 270 — 271 — 272 — 275 — 276 — 279 
— 280 — 281 — 282 = 17402 km, which gives us entropy-B = 361 %. We have a 
significant increase in entropy and additional confusion, so I cannot limit ourselves to 
pale colors of lines, and I have to draw dashed lines: 


Art 


"Toropets-Jerusalem" group. Real route (classes A + B + C) 


They write, that yesterday’s attack by Rotten-Straw Horde 


(around midnight on August 5 / 6, 2024) caused quite significant 
damage in one of the districts of the Kyiv region (August 7, 2024 at 
8:50). 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black outline on 
the map. Its diameter (265 — 269) is 2900 km. We can remove a whole bunch of foreign 
objects from the group: 

— Gorodno (228) and Lan’ River (248) fit better into the "Lithuanian" group; 

— Suteysk (243), Shumsk (256) and Mykulyn (243) should be transferred to the 
"Volyn-Halych" group; 

— Bozhesk (237) is better transferred to the "Podillja" group; 

— Rzhyshchiv (270), Biloberezhya (271) and Samara (272) fit better into the 
"Hypatian" group; 

- finally, Jerusalem (269) should form a separate group — it is Jerusalem, not just 
anything! 

With the removal of these objects, the core of the group (orange contour) acquires 
a diameter of 585 km (265 — 247), or 20 % of the full diameter. 


12. "Smolensk" group (No. 286 —- 298) 


They write: tonight, the russian Shaheds were circling Ukraine 
and trying to hit Kyiv from the north-eastern direction. All of them 
were destroyed on the approaches to the capital, there were no 


casualties or damage. I personally didn’t hear anything because my 
windows face southwest, sounds from the northeast don’t reach me 
well (Jun 20, 2024 at 7:50 am). 


The "Smolensk" group of objects in the SRG begins with the appropriate title "A 
se smolenskyi" (= there are Smolensk’s) and Smolensk is in the first place in it. This is a 
unique phenomenon among SRG headlines. 


(286) Smolnesk on the Dnieper (287) 
Undisputed modern city Smolensk (Russia), which really stands on the Dnieper 
(and the SRG was not mistaken in this detail!). Probability class — A. 


(288) Elno 
Modern town Yelnya 75 km east of Smolensk (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(289) on Ima [river] 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(290) Vyazma 
Modern town Vyazma in the Smolensk region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(291) Dorogobuzh 


Modern town Dear on the Dnieper 82 km east of Smolensk (Russia). Probability 
class — A. 


da 


(292) Mstislavech 
It is assumed that it is a hillfort near Dorogobuzh. Probability class — C. 


(293) Mstislav 


A modern town Mstislavl in the Mogilev region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(294) on Vekhra [river] 
Mstislavl really stands on the river, which is now called Vikhra. It flows into the 
Sozh 9 km east of Mstislavl. Probability class — A. 


(295) Obolensk 
Doubling Obolensk’s record (No. 242). Probability class — G. 


(296) Kozelesk 
Duplication of Kozelsk record (No. 251) Probability class — G. 


(297) Vyatchesk 
There are no assumptions about this object. Probability class — D. 


(298) Rzhavesk 
Unknown name. Probability class — D. 
Thus, out of 13 objects of the "Smolensk" group, we have 7 undisputed (54 %), 


one is attributed to trouble, three are unknown and two are duplications. The quality of 
SRG in this part is low, not better than the previous group. 


Maps 
The small "Smolensk" group is of poor quality, but compact. The optimal route is 
obvious: 293 — 286 — 288 > 291 — 290 = 274 km. It is plotted on the following 
diagram with blue arrows. 
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"Smolensk" group. Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between objects of class A), you just need to look at the 
list: 286 — 288 — 290 — 291 — 293 = 394 km. It is plotted in the following diagram 
with red arrows. Entropy-A = 144 %. 


Complete real route (classes A + B): 286 — 288 — 290 — 291 — 292 — 293 = 
297 km, which gives us entropy-B = 145 %. Arrows of different colors do not have a 
special meaning, only so that there is no confusion when crossing. There is only one 
conditionally localized object in the group, so the increase in entropy is negligible. 


kee 
"Smolensk" group. Real route (classes A + B) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (290 — 293) is 212 km. There are no foreign objects in the group. 


13. "Ryazan" group (No. 299 - 318) 


The "Ryazan" group of objects in the SRG begins with the title "A se Ryazanskiy" 
(= There are Ryazan’s) (299), and the first place in it is Stara Ryazan, which, judge, in 
mid-15th century was not the capital of the principality. 


(300) Ryazan Staraya (= Old) 
Today there is a small village Staraya Ryazan — next to a large (60 ha!) and 
relatively well-preserved hillfort Old Ryazan (Russia). Probability class — A. 
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(301) on Oka [river] 
Old Ryazan really stands out Oka. The SRG did not make a mistake 
here. Probability class — A. 


(302) Novy Olgov gorodok (= The new Oleg’s town) at the 
Pronya [river] mouth (303) 


It is assumed hillfort where the Pronya falls into the Oka (Russia). Probability class 
—A, 


(304) Pronesk 


There is no doubt that this is a modern town Pronsk on the Pronya River 57 km 
south of Ryazan (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(305) Torchesk 
I accept hillfort near Olshanytsia, Bila Tserkva district, Kyiv region 
(Ukraine). Probability class — B. 


(306) Voino 
I believe that the SRG borrowed the name Voin on Sula river 
(Ukraine). Probability class — B. 


(307) Shilov 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(308) Stary Lvov 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(309) Glebov 


I consider Glebov to be a borrowing from the Hypatian chronicle of 1185, with 
difficulty I accept village Prystromy (Kyiv region, Ukraine). Probability class — C. 


(310) Zarechesk 
I consider the entry in the SRG to be a borrowing from the Hypatian Chronicle. I 
assume modern village Zaritsk in Rivne district and region (Ukraine). Probability class — 
B. 


(311) Pereyaslavl 
One can assume Pereyaslavl-Ryazanskyi (modern Ryazan in Russia) with 
difficulty. Probability class — C. 


(312) on Trubezh 
If I recognized Pereyaslavl No. 311 as Ryazan with difficulty, then this Trubizh 
can be recognized as Ryazan’s Trubizh with the same difficulty. Probability class — C. 


(313) Mikhailov 
The only significant point of exactly such a name is this district center in Ryazan 
Region, located on the Pronya River 62 km southwest of modern Ryazan 
(Russia). Probability class — C. 
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(314) Perevytesk 
Perevytesk settlement are shown on the high right bank of the Oka near the 
village Perevytsky Torzhok in Lukhovytsy District, Moscow Region (Russia), 46 km 
northwest of modern Ryazan. Probability class — A. 


(315) Shypino 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(316) Rostislavl 
Researchers believe Rostislav] to be the hillfort on the right bank of the Oka near 
the village Sosnovka of the Ozery district of the Moscow region (Russia). With a lot of 
effort, this hillfort can be considered Rostislavl. Probability class — C. 


(317) Venev 
Undeniably modern Venyov (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(318) Teshilov 
It is believed that ancient Teshilov is a small (0.4 ha) hillfort on the right bank of 
the Oka near the village Spas-Teshilovo in Moscow region (Russia). Probability class — 
A. 


19 objects were noted in the "Ryazan" group. Among them, 8 (42 %) were reliably 
located, 2 (10 %) were located with probable assumptions (B), 6 (32 %) were localized 
with difficult assumptions, and 3 (16 %) were unknown. It is characterized by the 
moderate quality of the source, which can be considered as Ryazan-originated with 
sufficient certainty. 


Maps 
The "Ryazan" group is not very numerous, but rather strange. There is probably no 
other group for which quotation marks in the name would be more appropriate. Well- 
localized objects are located on an ellipse, and therefore it does not matter from which 
place to start the optimal route. For example: 318 — 317 — 304 — 302 — 300 — 314= 
320 km. It is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
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"Ryazan" group. Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between objects of class A), you just need to look at the 
list: 300 — 302 — 304 — 314 —> 317 — 318 = 320 km. It is plotted on the following 
diagram with arrows of different colors; the colors do not have a special meaning, just so 
that there is no confusion when crossing. Entropy-A = 100 %, which is a kind of record 
for orderliness of the list. 
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"Ryazan" group. Real route (class A) 


77 


Complete real route (classes A + B + C): 300 — 302 — 304 — 305 — 306 — 309 
— 310 > 311 > 313 — 314 > 316 > 317 — 318 = 2883 km, which gives us entropy- 
B=901 %, which is also a record value. 
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"Ryazan" group. Real route (classes A + B+ C) 


Cesepopoveuex 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (300-310) is 1067 km. 

The map clearly shows that the "Ryazan" group should be divided into three 
subgroups: the first Ryazan group (300 — 304), the "Ukrainian" group (305 — 310, Old 
Lviv — 308 fits very well here) and the second Ryazan group (311 — 318). It is obvious 
that the "Ukrainian" subgroup is a foreign that wedged itself into a random place and 
tore the single Ryazan group into two parts. 

With this foreign subgroup removed, the core of the group (yellow-hot contour) 
has a diameter of 126 km (300 — 318), or 12 % of the full diameter. Enormous value of 
entropy-B and an eightfold decrease in the diameter of the core of the 
group objectively show that the "Ryazan" group was formed formally, without 
understanding the real geography. 


14. "Bobruisk" group (No. 319 — 336) 


The "Bobruisk" group of objects in the SRG is formally included in the "A se 
Ryazanskiy" block, but its quality is very different for the worse even from the "Ryazan' 
group considered above. I named it after the first reliably localized object in its 
composition. 


' 


(319) Krylatesk 
The only similar name is the village Krylatskoe, which was located on the banks of 
the Moskva River 11 km west of the Kremlin and since 1960 has been part of Moscow 
(Russia). Probability class — C. 
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(320) Nerynesk 


It is assumed that this is a settlement near the village Kaledinovka in the Zaoksky 
district of the Tula region (Russia). Probability class — C. 


(321) Kulatesk 
Researchers think about hillfort 11 — 13 centuries near the village Koltovo Moscow 
region. Probability class — C. 


(322) Roslal 
For now, this object should be considered unknown. Probability class — D. 
(323) Polskyi 
This definition may refer to both the unknown Roslal and Swinesk (also 
unknown). It doesn’t help with localization. Probability class — D. 


(324) Svinesk 


This record is a duplicate of an unknown to science Svinesk No. 180. Probability 
class — G. 


(325) Novgorodok on Osetr [river] (326) 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(327) Bobruesk 


The exact name is currently unknown, it has to be corrected Babruysk — a town in 
the Mogilev region of Belarus. Probability class — A. 


(328) Dubechyn 
The name Dubechyn is currently unknown, the most similar is the name of the 
village Dubechne in the Kovel district of the Volyn region. Probability class — C. 
(329) on Plav[a] [river] 


I accept with great effort the river Plava in the Tula region (Russia). Probability 
class — C. 


(330) Mykytin 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(331) Verderev 


M. Tikhomirov pointed to the village Verderevo 9 km northeast of the town 
Skopyn, Ryazan region (Russia) [TMN2, p. 119]. This can be agreed with the caveat that 
the village has been known only since 1629. Probability class — B. 


(332) Lomykhvost (= Breaktail) 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(333) up the Don 
The name of a large (1870 km) river Don no doubt. Probability class — A. 


While I was engaged in science, Muscovites hit Kyiv with a 
rocket. The rocket was shot down, the debris hit a multi-story 


residential building in the Obolon district, six were injured (July 1, 
2024 at 7:52). 
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(334) Dubok 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(335) Kornike 


It is assumed that it is hillfort near the village Gorodishche, Venyov district, Tula 
region (Russia). I can accept this localization only with great doubts. Probability class — 


(336) Uryupesk 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


In terms of the number of objects, the "Bobruisk" group is almost equal to the 
"Ryazan" group — 18 objects. Of them reliably localized — 3 (17 %, and of these three, 
only Bobruisk can be a town, and the other two objects are rivers), localized with 
probable assumptions (B) — 1 (6 %), localized with complex assumptions — 6 (33 %), 
unknown — 7 (39 %), doubling — 1. The group is strongly dominated by unknown 
objects, the quality of the source of records is very low. 


Map 
In the "Bobruisk" group, we have only one reliably localized object — Bobruisk 
(327), so there is nowhere to lead the optimal route and it is not possible to calculate the 
entropy of the orderliness of the list. 
Complete real route (classes A + B + C): 319 — 320 — 321 — 327 — 328 — 329 
— 331 — 335 = 2335 km. 
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"Bobruysk" group. Real route (classes ATB+C) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (328 — 331) is equal to 1057 km, that is, approximately equal to the 
diameter of the "Ryazan group". 

With the removal of foreign objects — Bobruysk (327) and Dubechna (328), the 
core of the group (orange contour) acquires a diameter of 254 km (319 — 331), or 11 % 
of the total diameter. An eight-fold decrease in the diameter of the core of the 
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group objectively shows that the "Bobruisk" group was formed formally, without 
understanding the real geography. 

It is possible to combine the "Ryazan" and "Bobruisk" groups into one "super- 
Ryazan" group (300 — 336), which consists of three main subgroups with the insertion of 
two foreign subgroups (305 — 310, 327 — 328). 


15. "Murom" group (No. 338 — 370) 


The "Murom" group of objects is the first in the last block of the SRG, highlighted 
by the heading "a se zaleskyi" (= There are [towns] behind forest). Named after the first 
indisputable object —- Murom. 


(338) Meshcherskoye 
I consider the entry in the SRG to be the name of the territory, perhaps a title. If we 
consider the entry as the name of the settlement, then it is unknown. Probability class — 
D. 


At night, the Rotten-Straw Horde organized another 
concert, attacking Kyiv with "Shaheds". Everyone was shot down 
on the approaches to the city, I didn’t hear anything. But in the 
Dnipro (Sicheslav) muscovites on July 3 achieved a series of hits, 5 


dead, 47 injured. This is to the question of "academic freedom", in 
the conditions of which my work is written. My freedom of research 
is not limited by anything except constant power outages (up to 10- 
12 hours a day) (Jul 4, 2024 at 7:47 am). 


(339) Kamena mogyla (= stone tomb) 
The name is transparent, very characteristic and well known. Stone Grave is 
located in the Zaporizhzhia region, 13 km north of Melitopol (Ukraine). Probability class 
—A. 


(340) on Dsna [river] 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(341) Moore 


Undeniably modern Moore — a town in the Vladimir region (Russia). Probability 
class — A. 


(342) on Oka [river] 
Murom really stands on the left bank of the river Oka — here the SRG was not 
mistaken. Probability class — A. 


(343) Starodub Vochskyi 


A cautious assumption is made that this Starodub was located in the village of 
Gorodyshchi, Nizhny Novgorod region (Russia). Probability class — C. 


(344) another Starodub on Klyazma [river] (345) 
There was really Starodub-on-the-Klyazma, which was located on the territory of 
the modern village Klyazminsky Gorodok in Vladimir region (77 km east of Vladimir, 
Russia). Probability class — A. 
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(346) Yaropolch 
I accept Yaropolch on Klyazma with a big caveat. Probability class — C. 


(347) Gorokhovets 


The only candidate for this title is a modern town Gorokhovets on the right bank of 
Klyazma in the east of the Vladimir region (Russia). Probability class — B. 


(348) Berezhech 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


(349) Novgorod Nizhnii 
A well-known modern city Nizhny Novgorod (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(350) Kurmysh on Sura [river] (351) 


Undisputed modern village Kurmysh on the left bank of Sura river in the Nizhny 
Novgorod region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(352) Vyatka 
I think there can be no doubt that Vyatka in SRG denotes land, territory, and not a 
specific settlement. Probability class — B. 


(353) Gorodets 
With a high probability in the SRG is mentioned Gorodets on the left bank of the 
Volga 53 km northwest of Nizhny Novgorod (Russia). Probability class — B. 


(354) Yuryevech 


It is modern town Yuryevets on the right bank of the Volga in the Ivanovo region 
of the Russian Federation, opposite the mouth of the Unzha River. Probability class — A. 


The Muscovites, to help me in my work, attacked Kyiv. 
Between 10:17 and 10:30 I counted no less than 13 very distinct 
explosions. There could have been more of them, because several 
times the explosions merged, like a queue. Well, in the third year of 
the war, I can say without looking at the Internet that it was ballistic 
missiles — so to speak, a salute in honor of the NATO summit, 
which should begin tomorrow, July 9 (July 8, 2024 at 10:36). 

Ouch, these Muscovites are so stubborn that they continue to 
attack. They should be exhibited directly at the Exhibition of Best 
Practices in the National Economy of the Ukrainian SSR. I heard 
three more explosions (July 8, 2024 at 10:47). 

At 13:05 I heard another explosion, strong and not far away. 
Alarms went off in the cars parked next to my house. And 
supposedly weak distant explosions are still heard (July 8, 2024 at 
1:10 p.m.). 


(355) Unzha 
The river and (perhaps) the parish are designated by the name Unzha in SRG. 
Existence of the town Unzha (wherever it is located) can be traced back to the beginning 
of the 16th century. The probability class for the river is A. 


The results of yesterday’s (July 8, 2024) Muscovite missile 
strike. 

1, the last explosion (at 1:05 p.m.) hit the building of the 
medical center on the Okipnoi street, 8b. It is a 4-story building 
stretched along the metro line. There are "Isis" and "Adonis" clinics. 
It is in "Adonis" — write — 8 people died and 4 were injured. It’s 
really not far from where I live. I have been visiting "Adonis" since 
2014, had some medical procedures done there, so this clinic is not 
indifferent to me. In general, this is the closest explosion to me 
during the entire time of the great war. 

2, on Syrets (Salskogo St., 19), a rocket knocked out one 
entrance in a 5-story residential building of the Khrushchev era (the 
time of the struggle for communism). THERE ARE expressive 
photo — on the left, part of the house is still standing, only the 
windows are broken, and further there is a rubble, and to the right of 
it is a fragment of the house with a width of three windows. During 
the removal of rubble, an additional collapse occurred. 

3, National Children’s Specialized Hospital "Maternity and 
Childhood Care" (Okhmadyt). The Russian Kh-101 missile flew at a 
minimum altitude, made a "slide" in front of the target and fell on 
the target from above — i.e. fully executed the plan of attack. 

4, all in Kyiv — 27 dead and 117 wounded; on Ukraine as a 
whole — 38 dead, 190 wounded, the rescue operation is ongoing 
(that is, the number of victims may increase). 

5, in Kyiv today (July 9, 2024) is a day of mourning for the 
dead. 

I am writing this on July 9, 2024 at 11:22 a.m., because I had 
no electricity until 9 o’clock in the morning, and then I have to do 
the necessary morning work and understand the news. 


(356) Pleso 


Indisputable town Plyos on the Volga, 47 km southeast of Kostroma 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


Further consequences of the missile attack on July 8, 2024. 

1, write already about 42 dead and 190 injured (all this — not 
counting the front-line zone, where local residents die from the 
shelling of rotten-straw liberators all the time. What is extraordinary 
in Kyiv is the daily norm in Kharkiv or Kherson). 

2, in "Adonis" on the Raisy Okipnoi street — 9 dead already. 
Conductress told, that the 4th floor was completely demolished, the 


sky can be seen from the premises of the 3rd floor, two doctors, an 
accountant, a cashier, nurses, two patients were killed; she herself 
was saved because she went out of the office a few minutes before 
the explosion. 

I remember that during my visits to Adonis, I used to walk on 
this 4th floor all the time. (July 10, 2024 at 7:48 a.m. — while there 
is electricity!) 
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(357) Kostroma 
A modern city Kostroma on the Volga (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(358) Ustyug 
A modern town Veliky Ustyug (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(359) Vologda 


The only contender for this title is a modern city Vologda on the river of the same 
name, which flows into Sukhona (Russia). Probability class — A. 


In the hospital the boy died, who was in "Okhmadyt" during 
the Russian attack. 


So, the number of dead in Kyiv, since the July 8, 2024 attack, 
it has increased to 34. And in Ukraine as a whole, it is probably up 


to 45 (+ 11 dead in Kryvyi Rig). 

It should not be thought that since that time the Rotten-Straw 
Horde have not committed any war crimes in Ukraine — they 
commit them continuously, and only a part gets into my daily 
summaries of press reports (July 11, 2024 at 11:12). 


(360) on Bele ozere (= White Lake) 
I think there can be no doubt that this is Lake Beloye in the Vologda region 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


Yesterday (July 12, 2024) I had no electricity from 6 a.m. to 
12 p.m., so I didn’t have time to write any science. Meanwhile: 

1. In Kyiv the second child died, who was being treated in 
Okhmadyt during the attack of the Russian Federation. 

2. Appeared message, that on July 8, the business center in 
Karavajevy Dachy (micro-region in Kyiv) was also damaged, which 
was not discussed before. 

3. Instead of writing science, I went on business to 
Lukyanivka and passed through Artem plant (2 Ilyenka St.). There, 
the fourth floors of facades along the street were destroyed in two 
places; the passage along the sidewalk on that side is closed, there 
are fragments of glass and bricks. | think there is a danger of the 
damaged structures collapsing, so they are not in a hurry to clean it 
up there. The nearby business center Topaz (No. 4) was also badly 
beaten. These are my personal impressions (July 13, 2024 at 8:20 
am). 


(361) two towns 
Researchers think, that originally the town was located in the place where the 
Sheksna River flows out of the White Lake (in the modern village Krokhino), and only 
after the plague epidemic, which completely devastated this town, a new town was 
founded in 1364-1365, 14 km west of the old one. M. Tikhomirov thought so [TMN2, p. 
128]. I consider it acceptable. Probability class — B. 
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(362) on Molose [Mologa river] 
Mologa — a fairly large (456 km) river that once flowed into the Volga (now — into 


the Rybinsk Reservoir, Russia). There is no doubt that this river is mentioned in the 
SRG. Probability class — A. 


(363) Gorodets 


We have at least 44 settlements with the name Gorodets, and without additional 
definitions it is impossible to stop at any one of them. Probability class — D. 


(364) Yaroslavl 
The old and well known city Yaroslavl on the Volga (Russia). Probability class — 
A. 


(365) Rostov 
Just as old and just as well known town Rostov in Yaroslavl region 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(366) Yuryev Polskyi 
A modern town Yuryev-Polsky (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(367) Mstislav! 
They point to a hillfort in a modern village Gorodishche 12 km north of Yuryev- 
Polsky (Russia). I think it is convenient to consider this settlement as the remains of 
ancient Mstislavl. Probability class — A. 


(368) Suzdal 
The old and well known town Suzdal (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(369) Shumskyi 
I consider this record to be doubled Shumsk No. 256 (which, I note, also got into 
the SRG in the wrong place). Probability class — G. 


(370) Nesvezhskyi 
If may be town Nyasvizh in the Minsk region (Belarus). It had been mentioned for 
the first time in the mid-15th century, but remained an insignificant settlement for a long 
time. Probability class — C. 


In total, there are 33 objects in the "Murom group", of which 5 are water bodies (4 
rivers and | lake), 25 settlements, two names indicate territories (Meshcherske, Vyatka) 
and at least one name — a tract (Kamyana Mogyla). Of these, 21 objects (64 %) are 
reliably localized, 4 (12 %) are localized with some assumptions, 3 (9 %) require 
complex, unlikely assumptions, 4 (12 %) could not be localized, we also have one 
duplication of the name. 

The quality of the list is generally quite high, localized objects are located to the 
east and north of the center of Zalissya (Vladimir — Moscow, Russia). We have only 
three rebounds from this territory. 
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Maps 
They write, that by mid-day on August 8, 2024, Ukrainian 
troops had advanced 50 km along the front and 27 km deep in the 


Kursk region, Muscovites had already begun to fear for the Kursk 
NPP. 


Also Muscovites evacuate four settlements near Lipetsk. No, 
the Ukrainian army has not reached there yet (it is 330 km from 


Sudzha), but drones flew there and hit the airfield. 

Also write: "Mexico rejected Ukraine’s request to arrest Putin 
during his visit to the country". One could not have hoped for a 
different answer from the cowardly and incompetent Mexican 
Obamacracy, but as the very statement of the question sounds, what 
level of problems is the Kremlin rat dealing with now. (Aug 9, 2024 
at 8:20 am). 


The "Murom" group is quite numerous. The optimal route, let me remind you, 
should start from the farthest object, so as not to return to it again and save on the return 
trip: 339 — 341 — 344 — 368 — 366 — 367 — 365 — 364 — 357 — 356 — 359 > 
360 — 358 — 355 — 354 — 349 — 350 = 3053 km. It is plotted on the following 
diagram with blue arrows. However, I am not sure that this route is really the best, a 
shorter one may be found. 
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"Murom" group. Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between objects of class A), you just need to look at the 
list: 339 — 341 — 344 — 349 — 350 — 354 — 355 — 356 — 357 — 358 — 359 > 
360 — 364 — 365 — 366 — 367 — 368 = 3646 km. It is shown in the following 
diagram with red arrows. Entropy-A = 119 %. It should be noted that this real route 
partially coincides with a purely hypothetical optimal route. 
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"Murom " group. Real route (class A 


Complete real route (classes A + B + C): 339 — 341 — 343 — 344 — 349 — 350 
— 354 — 355 — 356 — 357 — 358 — 359 — 360 — 364 — 365 — 366 — 367 — 368 
= 5284 km, which gives us entropy-B = 173 %. 


88 


YnbaHoncen 


Camapa 


Binopycb = ey" 


caparoe 
Cc m 
ey ba f 
Oh 
Xapio es > = 
r 7 af 
Nonrasa, | 
| 
bx 
Yepaiua No REST s ) 
paiva YZ 
Ayrancerd Bonrorpan i 
seehe l 
a 
we oh] om 
arn Ee X 
° aoe 
Ae 
Muxgnais é 
2S 
= POS 


"Murom" group. Real route (classes A + B + C) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (339 — 358) is 1690 km. 

The peculiarity of the composition of the "Murom" group is that it has a clear 
compact core, something like a "Golden Ring". The core of the group (orange contour, 
349 — 365) has a diameter only 294 km, or 17 % of the total diameter. 

The core of the group is surrounded on all sides by foreign objects, so that the 
complete real route forms like paws extending in all directions from the core. These are 
the directions of the future expansion of Moscow. 


16. "Vladimir" group (No. 371 - 388) 
The "Vladimir" group of objects is separated from the previous one purely 
mechanically, so that the section dedicated to the "Murom" group does not grow to 
infinity. 
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(371) Bogoljuboe (= God-loving) 
At the time of drafting the SRG glory of the town Bogolyubov (Russia) was far in 
the past. The source for SRG could be any of the ancient chronicles. Probability class — 
A. 


(372) Volodymyr 
A modern city Vladimir on Klyazma (Russia). Probability class — A. 


Yesterday (July 17, 2024) at 10:55 PM I heard two distinct 
explosions. In the morning write, that a rotten-straw strike drone 


was shot down over the Darnytsja district, so far without 
consequences (July 18, 2024 at 7:54). 


(373) Kleshchin 
A purely literary object. Probability class — F. 


(374) Pereyaslavl 
Modern town Pereslavl-Zalessky (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(375) Dmitrov 


A modern town Dmitrov in Moscow region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(376) Moskva kamen (= Moscow stone) 
A modern city Moscow, the capital of the evil empire — the Russian 
Federation. Probability class — A. 


(377) Mozhaesk 
A modern town Mozhaysk 103 km west of Moscow (Russia). Probability class — 
A. 


(378) Zvenigorod 
Modern Zvenigorod — a town on the Moskva River 48 km west of the Moscow 
Kremlin (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(379) Volok Lamskyi 
Modern Volokolamsk — a town 108 km west of Moscow (Russia). Probability class 
—A, 


They wrote, that rotten-straw drones was tried to attack Kyiv 
tonight, the fragment seems to have fallen in the Solomyansky 


district, so far without any unfortunate consequences. I didn’t hear 
the anti-aircraft work at night, it must have been far away from me 
(July 20, 2024 at 7:47 am). 


(380) Ruza 


Modern town Rose in the Moscow region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(381) Kolomno 
A modern town Kolomna in the south of the Moscow region (Russia). Probability 
class — A. 
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(382) on Oka 


If this definition applies to Kolomna, then it is not entirely accurate. The Kolomna 
Kremlin stands at the confluence of the Kolomenka River with the Moskva River, and 
from the Kremlin to the confluence of the Moskva River with the Oka is 6.5 
km. Probability class — A. 


(383) Romanov 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


They write, that tonight the Muscovites made another attack: 
all the rotten-straw drones that tried to attack Kyiv were shot down 


on the approaches to the city. I did not hear the work of anti-aircraft 
defense at night (July 21, 2024 at 7:53). 


(384) Serpokhov 
A modern town Serpukhov on the Oka River in the Moscow region 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(385) Novyj gorodok (= New town) 
With some caution, one can accept the localization proposed by A. Deduk: the 
Spas-Gorodets settlement near the village Kislino 18 km west of Serpukhov 
(Russia). Probability class — B. 


(386) Luzha (= a puddle) 
One can think that Luzha, mentioned here in the SRG — may be Luzha river — a 
tributary of the Protva (Russia) or a complex of estates on this river. The probability 
class for the river is A. 


(387) Borovesk 
A modern town Borovsk in the Kaluga region, 66 km west of Serpukhov 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(388) Bolonesk 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


"Vladimir" group has 18 objects. Of them, 14 (78 %) can be located with certainty, 
one requires an assumption, two objects cannot be localized. The group has one valuable 
for us literary object. Therefore, the quality of the group’s recordings is high, even 
higher than the previous "Murom" group, from which — I repeat — the "Vladimir" group 
is separated purely mechanically. 


Maps 
I laid out the optimal route in the "Vladimir" group as follows: 371 — 372 — 374 
— 375 — 376 — 378 — 379 — 380 — 377 — 386 — 387 — 384 — 381 = 700 km. It 
is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
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To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 371 — 372 — 374 — 375 — 376 — 377 — 378 — 379 — 380 — 381 — 384 > 
386 — 387 = 976 km. It is shown in the following diagram with red arrows. Entropy-A 
= 139 %. It should be noted that this real route partially coincides with a purely 
hypothetical optimal route (as well as for the "Murom" group). 
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Complete real route (classes A + B): 371 — 372 — 374 — 375 — 376 — 377 > 
378 — 379 — 380 — 381 — 384 — 385 — 386 — 387 = 978 km, which gives us 
entropy-B = 140 %. The slight increase is due to the fact that there is only one 
conditionally localized object in the group, and it is geographically located exactly 
between neighboring well-localized objects (occasionally such cases also occur in SRG). 
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"Vladimir" group. Real route (classes A + B) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Their location again resembles the "Golden Ring", this time around Moscow. 
Its diameter (371 — 386) is 320 km. There are no foreign objects in the group. 


17. "Odoev" group (No. 389 - 392) 
The "Odoev" group breaks up a continuous list of objects of the Grand Duchy of 
Vladimir (Moscow), which could be called "Zalessky". This continuous list ends at 
Bolonesk (388) and continues from Vereya (393). 


(389) Odoev 
A modern town Odoyev in the Tula region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(390) Lubutesk 
Doubling record No. 221. I think that for the insertion of the "Odoev" group, some 
separate source was used, in which Lubutsk was mentioned, and the scribe of the 
consolidated SRG did not decide whether it was the Lubutsk mentioned above or some 
other. Probability class — G. 


(391) Novosil 
A modern town Novosil in the Oryol region (Russia). Probability class — A. 
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(392) Kuresk 
This is doubling of Kursk No. 89. Probability class — G. 


Thus, a small, but quite distinct "Odoev" group consists of two indisputable objects 
and two doublings. 


Map 
The "Odoev" group, as well as the "chaotic" group, has only two reliably localized 
objects, and for it the entire developed technique is superfluous. I present its location on 


the map so that you can imagine the location of these objects: 
Tyna 


b 
beoK He 


Open 
° 


"Odoev" group 


The diameter of the group is 110 km. A small compact group that the scribe of the 
SRG did not know where to shelter. 


18. "Vereya" group (No. 393 - 399) 
After the "Odoev" group, the SRG returns to the objects of the Grand Duchy 
Vladimir (Moscow). 
(393) Vereya 
A modern town Vereya in the Moscow region (Russia). Probability class — A. 
(394) on Porotva [river] 


Vereya really stands on the river Protva, which flows into the Oka 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(395) Novgorodok 
I think there may still be a doubling of Novyj Gorodok (New Town) No. 385 on 
the same Protva. Probability class — G. 


(396) Galich 


A modern town Galich in the Kostroma region (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(397) Klichen 
Maybe that Called was located on the island of the same name on Lake Seliger, 3 
km from modern Ostashkov on the shore of the lake (Russia). Probability class — A. 
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(398) Rzhova 
A modern town Rzhev (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(399) Bezhitsky Verkh 


It turns out that Bezhetskyi Verkh is not a specific settlement, but a territory on 
which there were villages and settlements. Probability class — A. 


We can see that the small "Vereya" group shows quite decent quality: out of 7 of 
its objects, 6 (86 %) are localized quite confidently. But these objects themselves are 
scattered over a large area, often located near the objects mentioned in the SRG earlier. 
Geographical proximity, as we have already seen more than once, was not a determining 
factor in the conclusion of the SRG. 


Maps 


I laid out the optimal route as follows: 393 — 398 — 397 — 399 — 396 = 846 km. 
It is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
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"Vereya" group. Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 393 — 396 — 397 — 398 — 399 = 1413 km. It is shown in the following diagram 
with red arrows. Entropy-A = 167 %. 
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"Vereya" group. Real route (class A) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black outline on 
the map. Its diameter (393 — 396) is 500 km. The peculiarity of this group is that it 
consists entirely of foreign objects and does not have its own core. Galich (397) would 
fit better in the "Murom" group, Rzhev (398) and Klichen (397) — in the "Toropets- 
Jerusalem" group, where parishes belong to Rzhev were already recorded, but Rzhev 
himself was not; Vereya (393) definitely belonged to the "Vladimir" group, where other 
objects on the Protva are listed. One gets the impression that objects that were forgotten 
to be entered in the proper places are recorded here. 


19. "Novgorod" group (No. 400 - 432) 


The distinct "Novgorod" group, surprisingly, is not highlighted in the SRG by a 
separate heading. 


(400) Novgorod Velikiy detinets kamen a bolshy drevyan 

(= Novgorod the Great with stone citadel and bigger wooden fortress.) The city, 
which has been officially called since 1999 Veliky Novgorod (Russia). Probability class 
—A. 


(401) and Saint Sophia with six domes 
St. Sophia Cathedral in Novgorod there really exists and it really has 6 domes (if 
you add the dom above the stair tower to the five domes above the naves). Probability 
class — A. 
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(402) and Ilmer lake 


There is no doubt that this is a modern lake Ilmen. The Volkhov River flows from 
its northern end and after 6.5 km it flows under the citadel of Novgorod. Probability 
class — A. 


(403) Volkhov River 
Novgorod really stands on the river Volkhov — here the SRG scribe was not 
mistaken. Probability class — A. 


(404) Ladoga kamen (= stone) 
A modern village Staraya Ladoga on Volkhov river, 15 km from its confluence 
with Lake Ladoga (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(405) Oreshek 
The fortress Oreshek (Russia) situated on the island at the source of the Neva and 
has been preserved to nowadays. Probability class — A. 


(406) Korelskyi 
There can be no doubt that Korelsky is a fortress Korela on an island in the middle 
of the Vuoksa River, 4 km from its confluence with Lake Ladoga (Russia). Probability 
class — A. 


(407) Tiverskii 
It is believed that this town was located on an island in the middle of the Vuoksa 
River near the modern village Vasylievo, Pryozersky district, Leningrad region (Russia). 
They were preserved there remains of the fortification. Probability class — A. 


They write: at night, rotten-straw Muscovites attacked Kyiv 
with "Shaheds", but they were shot down on the approaches to the 


capital. I didn’t hear anything distinct, only an air raid signal around 
5:45, but that was already after the Shahed raid (July 25, 2024 at 
7:47). 


(408) behind the Volok 
It is important that the expression "behind the Volok" was constantly used in the 
Novgorod chronicles of the 12th — 15th centuries, and the SRG follows this tradition. 
This position in SRG can be considered a literary borrowing. Probability class — F. 


(409) in Kolmogory 
A modern village Kholmogory on the left bank of the Northern Dvina, 100 km 
from the White Sea (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(410) in Emtsa 
I think here in the SRG mentioned river Yemtsa — a fairly significant (188 km) left 
tributary of the Northern Dvina, possibly its lower course (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(411) on Vaga 
Vaga — a large (575 km) river, a left tributary of the Northern Dvina (Russia). 
I think that here in SRG the river Vaga is mentioned, perhaps its lower 
course. Probability class — A. 
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(412) Orlech 


It is believed that castle Orlets was destroyed during the war of 1398 and was 
never rebuilt. Its settlement is located on the left bank of the Dvina, exactly opposite the 
modern town Orletsy 26 km south of Kholmogory (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(413) Torzhok 
The only settlement with this name is a modern 
town Torzhok (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(414) Demyana 
In the Novgorod region (Russia) there is a modern town with a similar name 
— Demyansk. Probability class — A. 


(415) Molvotitse 
Village Molvotitsy still exists today 28 km south of Demyansk 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(416) Berezovech 
The ancient name has been preserved in the name of Berezivsky gulf of Lake 
Seliger, as well as in the name of the neighboring village — Berezovyj Rjadok (= Birch 
row). Probability class — B. 


(417) Sterzh 


Currently, there is no settlement with this name, it is believed that Sterzh was old 
settlement on the shore the lake of the same name (Russia). Probability class — B. 


(418) Moreva 
A modern village Maryovo in the south of the Novgorod region 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(419) Velil 
Modern village Velily 15 km southwest of Maryovo (Russia). Only the lack of 
early references, up to the middle of the 15th century, is a little disturbing. Probability 
class — B. 


(420) Bows 
I consider the record to be doubled. Probability class — G. 
(421) Rusa 
A modern town Staraya Russa (Russia). Probability class — A. 
(422) Kur 


There are villages Kursko and Starokursko exists now, located on the right bank of 
the Lovat River at a distance of 1.5 km (Russia). Incomplete name match. Probability 
class — B. 


(423) on Lovot 
A significant (530 km) river Lovat flows into Lake IImen (Russia). Probability 
class — A. 


98 


(424) Koporya kamen (= stone) 
Koporya was already mentioned in SRG under No. 277. It is ancient fortress 12 km 


from the coast of the Gulf of Finland in the modern Leningrad Region 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(425) Yama kamen (= Pit [with] stone [castle]) 
Indisputable Yam fortress in a modern town Kingisepp on the Luga River 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(426) on Luga [river] 
There can be no doubt that this is a significant (353 km) Luga river in the 


Novgorod and Leningrad regions (Russia), which flows into the Gulf of 
Finland. Probability class — A. 


(427) and on Sholona 


Shelon is a fairly large river (248 km), which flows into Lake Ilmen from the 
southwest (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(428) Porkhov kamen (= stone) 
Undisputed modern town Porkhov (Russia). Probability class — A. 
(429) Opoka 

One can think of a modern village Opoky on Shelon, 24 km north of Porkhov 

(Russia). Probability class — A. 
(430) Vysokoe (= High) 

Taking the village Gorodok on the Sudoma River (Russia) with great reservations, 
I cannot at all understand how a significant town could disappear without a trace, 
without leaving a single trace in toponymy. Probability class — C. 

(431) Vyshegorod 

Modern village Vyshegorod — 32 km south of Porkhov and 18 km west of Gorodok 

(Vysoky) and the nearest point on Shelon (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(432) Koshkin 
Unknown object. Probability class — D. 


In general, the "Novgorod" group of 33 objects shows high quality and 
competence: 25 objects (76 %) are located with complete certainty, another 4 (12 %) — 
with a significant probability. It can be divided into 4 subgroups: 1, the route from 
Novgorod to Tiverskyi; 2, places "behind Volok"; 3, objects on the Rzhev border 
southeast of Novgorod; 4, objects in the Shelon basin southwest of Novgorod. Of course, 
these were more significant objects in the possession of Novgorod. 


Maps 
The "Novgorod" group is quite numerous and quite high-quality. I made the 
optimal route as follows: 409 — 412 — 410 — 411 — 406 — 407 — 424 — 425 — 405 
— 404 — 400 — 421 — 429 — 428 — 431 — 418 — 415 — 414 — 413 = 2117 km It 
is plotted on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
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"Novgorod" group. Optimal route 


To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 400 — 404 — 405 — 406 — 407 — 409 — 410 > 411 — 412 — 413 > 414 > 
415 — 418 — 421 — 424 — 425 — 428 — 429 — 431 = 3220 km. It is shown in the 
following diagram with red arrows. Entropy-A = 152 %. It should be noted that this real 
route partially coincides with a purely hypothetical optimal route. 
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"Novgorod" group. Real route (class A) 


Complete real route (classes A + B + C): 400 — 404 — 405 — 406 — 407 — 409 


— 410 > 411 — 412 > 413 > 414 > 415 — 418 — 421 — 424 — 425 — 428 — 429 
— 431 = 3431 km, which gives us entropy-B = 162 %. 
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"Novgorod" group. Real route (classes A+B+Q 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black contour on 
the map. Its diameter (409 — 431) is 992 km. All objects of the group at the time of 
drafting the SRG belonged to the possessions of Novgorod, and there is no reason to call 
any of them foreign. However, the group does not have a distinct territorial core. 


20. "Pskov" group (No. 433 - 442) 
The "Pskov" group is as distinct as the "Novgorod" group, and is also not 
highlighted in the SRG by a separate heading. 


(433) Pskov stone with four walls 


Modern Pskov (Russia) — an ancient city, which is mentioned even in the "Primary 
Chronicle". Probability class — A. 


(434) Izborsko stone 
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Town Izborsk was already mentioned twice in SRG (No 159, 260), and this is 
finally mentioned in the right place — in the "Pskov" group (it is located 30 km west of 
Pskov, Russia). Probability class — A. 


(435) Ostrov kamen (= Island [with] stone [castle]) 
A modern town Ostrov on the Velika River 52 km south of Pskov 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(436) Voronach 
It is believed that Voronach was a settlement near the modern 
village Voronich near the Velika River, 44 km southeast of the Ostrov 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(437) Velie 
It is believed to be a modern village Velie near the lake of the same name in the 
Pushkinogorsk district, 44 km south of Ostrov and 20 km west of Voronach 
(Russia). Probability class — A. 


(438) Kotelno 
This is a hillfort near a modern village Kotelno. It was surveyed in 2010. It is 
located 43 km east of the Ostrov (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(439) Kolozhe 
Hillfort Kolozhe is near Lake Kolozho and modern village Lytvynovo, 10 km east 
of Opochka (Russia). Probability class — A. 


(440) Vrevo 
This settlement was located near the modern village Vrev in Ostrov District, Pskov 
region (Russia), 33 km east of Ostrov and 18 km southwest of Kotelno. Probability class 
—A. 


Last night (July 30, 2024, around 10:50 p.m.) I heard an air 
raid alarm, and at about 11:00 p.m., a very distant and muffled but 


distinct explosion. And in the morning write, that it was a 
muscoviting — the Shaheds’ attack on Kyiv lasted about seven hours, 
more than 30 drones were shot down (July 31, 2024 at 7:43). 


(441) Dubkov 


It is believed that Dubkov settlement was located on Spaska Gora in Novorzhev 
District (Russia). The reasons for localization are not clear to me. Probability class — C. 


(442) Nun 
It is assumed that this is a modern village Aleksino 18 km south of Opochka 
(Russia). Probability class — B. 


We see that out of 10 objects of the "Pskov" group, 8 (80 %) are localized without 
problems, which speaks of the high quality and competence of this fragment of the SRG. 
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Maps 
The small "Pskov" group is high-quality and compact. The optimal route is 
obvious: 433 — 434 — 435 — 438 — 440 — 436 — 437 — 439 = 215 km. It is plotted 
on the following diagram with blue arrows. 
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"Pskov" group. Optimal route 
To lay the main real route (between class A objects), you just need to look at the 
list: 433 — 434 — 435 — 436 — 437 — 438 — 439 — 440 = 321 km. It is plotted in 


the following diagram with red arrows. It partially coincides with the hypothetical 
optimal route. Entropy-A = 149 %. 
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"Pskov" group. Real route (class A) 


Complete real route (classes A + C): 433 — 434 — 435 — 436 — 437 — 438 > 
439 — 440 — 441 — 442 = 452 km, which gives us entropy-B = 210 %. Arrows of 
different colors do not have a special meaning, only so that there is no confusion when 
crossing. 
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"Pskov" group. Real route (classes A + C) 


The polygon that covers all objects of the group is marked with a black outline on 
the map. Its diameter (433 — 442) is 142 km. There are no foreign objects in the group. 


Schematic map 


The general map scheme looks like this (the black polygon covers all the objects 
mentioned in the SRG): 
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General map scheme of the "List of Rus’ towns" 


It is better to view it in a separate window where a large image (3043:4905 pixels) 
is available. 
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General observations 
Shortened text of the section. Full text in ukrainian version. 


Probability classes 


They write, that the Muscovites are already preparing to stop 
the Kursk nuclear power plant... in the event that it will be liberated 


from the Muscovites by Ukrainian troops. "You are on the right 
path, comrades!" (August 11, 2024 at 12:16 p.m.). 


Let’s see now how the objects of different probability classes distributed among 
the groups highlighted above (22-line table). 

Therefore, 62 % of SRG objects are located with certainty. This roughly 
corresponds to the quality level of the "List of Svitrigaila’s towns" (64 %) [Zharkikh N. 
I. ""List of Svitrigaila’s towns: order and disorder. — Kyiv: 2024] and significantly more 
than in the Crimean jarlyks (29 %) [Zharkikh N. I. Geography of Crimean jarlyks of the 
15th and 16th centuries. — Kyiv: 2024, section "Objects and their names» ]. 

Groups in which the percentage of reliable localizations is higher than the average 
are highlighted in bold in the table. As you can see, sections of higher quality are 
constantly alternating with sections of lower quality. In my opinion, this indicates the use 
of some unknown primary documents of different quality in the SRG. The scribe of the 
SRG did not have the opportunity to check all this data and was forced to rewrite what 
was available. 

An important general conclusion follows from this: it is impossible to talk about 
the validity / invalidity of the SRG as a whole, instead, it is worth looking at the validity 
of those groups of records that can be singled out as part of the SRG. 

The total number of objects of different classes can be presented in the form of the 
following diagram: 


2% 3% 
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Distribution of SRG objects by classes 
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Types of objects 


They write, that Muscovites, after watching Ilya Repin’s 
painting "The Procession of the Cross in the Kursk Province", 
gathered to drive away the Ukrainian troops with their process of the 
cross. If it’s a joke, it’s a very witty one, but if not... In any case, 
"You’re on the right way, comrades!" (August 12, 2024 at 7:52 am). 

The objects recorded in the SRG can be divided not only into localization 
probability classes, but also into types according to the meaning of the objects 
themselves. The following types and subtypes can be distinguished: 

Water objects (hydrography, 3 subtypes): 

Land objects (orography, 3 subtypes): 

Settlement objects (oikography? — 4 subtypes): 

Counting objects of various types gave the following table (22 lines). 

So, real towns make up the minority of objects in the SRG — 41 %. [ highlight in 
the table in bold the groups in which the percentage of towns is higher than the average. 
Again, as in the table of classes, we have 11 groups with an indicator higher than the 
average, and again we see the alternation of groups with a higher percentage of towns 
with groups with a lower percentage of them, which indicates the heterogeneity of the 
composition of the SRG and to some extent the objective nature of the selected groups. 

The total number of objects of various types can be presented in the form of the 
following diagram: 
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Distribution of SRG objects by types 


Water objects 


They wrote that the Muscovites introduced a counter-terrorist 
operation regime in the regions bordering Ukraine. It turns out that 
they are taking over our experience with the "anti-terrorist 


operation" in Donbas. But why "counter-terrorist operation" and not 
"martial law"? 


And because the power in the counter-terrorist operation 
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belongs to the Federal Security Service, and this seems somehow 
more reliable to the Kremlin bosses. 


And under martial law, the power belongs to army boots, 


which — who knows? — will they march on the capital, like the 
ancient Kornilov or the modern Prigozhin? (August 13, 2024 at 8:05 
am). 


It seems water objects in the SRG have not yet been the subject of special 
consideration, although there are a lot of them to talk about. 


The sea 
It can be seen that the seas systematically did not interest the SRG scribe. 
Apparently, for the (unknown to us) purpose for which the SRG was formed, the seas 
were not of interest. 


Lakes 
Therefore, the lakes were also not of interest to the SRG scribe. 


Rivers 
A total of 62 rivers are mentioned in the SRG (some several times; the table has 63 
lines). 
Despite the fact that there are often several settlements mentioned in the SRG 
placed on the rivers mentioned in the SRG, the rivers are mentioned more as an 
exception than as a rule. 


Pre- and post-positions 

Let’s define the following terms: 

— river is in pre-position, if it is recorded before the settlement located on it; 

— the river is in post-position, if it is recorded after the settlement located on it; 

— the river is in a neutral position, if its pre-position or post-position cannot be 
determined. 

For example (425 — 428): "A Yama on Luga [river] and on Sholona [river] 
Porkhov." Here the Luga river is clearly placed in the post-position, and the Sholona — in 
the pre-position, and the contrast is specially emphasized. 

The complete case table looks like this (60 rows): 


Out of 60 considered cases, we have 10 pre-positions, 13 neutral positions and 30 
post-positions. Another 7 cases should be considered errors. 

Therefore, in doubtful or neutral cases it is not possible to say "the river is 
indicated before the town (after the town)", because in SRG both this and other phrasing 
are used. There is no clear regularity in the use of these forms. 


The distance between the river and the settlement 
Additional observations 
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Groups and foreign objects 


Contours of groups 
You should know that I drew the contours of the groups selected above completely 
independently of each other, just so that the contour covered all the objects of the group. 
If we put all these contours on one combined map scheme, we will get the following: 
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General map of the "List of Rus’ towns" groups 


a 


111 


It is better to view it in a separate window where a large image (3018:4827 pixels) 
is available. 

The map shows that only two groups have fully "sovereign" territory — "Bulgarian" 
(1) and "Moldavian" (2). Kyiv and Smolensk belong to the territory of three groups, 
Moscow to the territory of four groups, and the Novgorod-Siversky district to the 
territory of six groups. Quite often, one group is completely located on the territory of 
another group. 

The map diagram of the groups’ cores looks completely different. In order to draw 
it, it was necessary to completely exclude three groups composed entirely of foreign 
objects (9, 17, 18) and to exclude foreign objects from the contours of other groups: 


General map of the cores of the "List of Rus’ towns" groups 


a _ 
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It is better to view it in a separate window where a large image (3029:4888 pixels) 
is available. 

Here, groups | — 4, 7, 8, 20 — seven groups in total have “sovereign” territory. 
Jerusalem should be added to them, which should be separated into a separate group. 


Entropy of groups 

Let’s summarize in one table all entropies of groups calculated above (22 lines). 

A small value of entropy-A coupled with the absence of foreign objects indicates a 
relatively good geographical order. Only for such groups, it is possible to assume the 
placement of poorly localized objects on the territory of the respective groups. But even 
in this case, it would be a great imprudence to assume the placement of such objects 
between neighboring well-known objects. 


Foreign objects 

If you look at the placement of foreign objects against the contours of the groups’ 
cores, you can make the following suggestions for "improvement" of the SRG (8 
suggestions). 

Thus, the removal of objects from their geographical surroundings and their 
transformation into foreign ones is not an accident in SRG — it is the result of conscious 
efforts of the scribe of SRG, who apparently considered these movements to be an 
improvement of the (unknown to us) logic of the list. Perhaps some of these names were 
borrowed from separate documents, and these documents did not give a clear idea about 
the placement of these objects. 


Duplicate titles 

In SRG we have such duplicates (the main entry is highlighted in bold). 

So, we have only 12 objects, which gave us 25 records. It is significant that 7 of 
them are mentioned in the "Toropets-Jerusalem" group and one more — in the 
"Lithuanian" group. It can be thought that some of these objects appeared in both the 
Lithuanian and Novgorod documents involved in the SRG. 


Chronology of objects 


They write, that a state of emergency has been introduced in 
the Belgorod region, as in the event of a flood or other natural 
disaster. Indeed, as in the classics: "And there was a flood, and there 


was a fire; only there was no enemy invasion." Are they going to 
defend themselves against Ukrainian troops with fire water 
cannons? "You are on the right path, comrades!" (August 14, 2024 
at 8:40 am). 


Now it is necessary to put together the observations made above on the chronology 
of mentions of the object names from the SRG. 

The chronology of names is not exactly the same as the chronology of the objects 
themselves. For example, there can be no doubt that the Byzantine Tamatarcha, the 
ancient Rus’ Tmutarakan, the Genoese Matrega, or the modern Taman are more or less 
one object to which different names were applied. 

Dates are divided into 4 periods — until mid-13th century (well, until 1240, before 
the end of the great Tatar campaign in Rus’), then the period with the poorest resources 
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in the 2nd half 13 — 3 quarter 14th century, period 4 quarter 14 — 1 half 15th century 
(which contains all the proposed dating variants of the SRG) and the period from 2 half 
15th century The sign "+" means the presence of many references, in the last period it 
mostly indicates the existence of the object until our time. 

These tables allow you to decide Maximin’s problem for each group: from among 
the earliest mentions of objects in the group, the latest should be selected. We will call 
this date the most early date (KRD). It should be assumed that the records of the group 
(or the hypothetical document used in its compilation) could not have appeared earlier 
than the KRD, only later. 

Of equal interest are the latest dates of group objects, from which the earliest 
should be selected (the minimax problem) — most late date (KPD). Although the records 
in the SRG can (theoretically) lag far behind the date of disappearance (last mention) of 
the object itself, these KPDs are also food for thought. 

Typically, the KPD should be greater than the KRD: in the interval between these 
dates, all objects of the group existed at the same time. If the KPD is lower than the 
KRD, this may indicate the incompleteness of the chronological data and / or the formal 
unification into one group of objects that do not actually form a whole. 

The work of collecting these dates was constantly accompanied by attacks of 
rotting straw people on Kyiv and power outages. 


"Bulgarian" group 
Table on 8 lines. In order to determine the chronology of the objects of this group 
in detail, I lack the knowledge of the history of Bulgaria, which I am not able to delve 
into. But the KRD turns on itself — 1412 (Kilia). KPD — 1388 (Drestvin). 
I have already noted that Kilia looks like an foreigner in the "Bulgarian" group — 
based on its geographical location. Now we see that it is foreign and on the basis of 
chronology — because of it, the group’s KRD turned out to be greater than the KPD. 


"Moldavian" group 


They write, that potato fiihrer Luka decided to remind the 
world of his existence and declared that "the "denazification" of 
Ukraine is complete and negotiations can begin." 

Luka, I don’t understand, how is it so? And where is "Kyiv in 
three days"? Where is the flag of the Rotten Potato Reich that you, 
Luka, should have thrown at the foot of the Independence 
Monument on Khreschatyk in Kyiv? 

Well, if you were not destined to conquer Kyiv, then at least 
you could conquer NATO, right? No one interfered with you in this 
—at least you would be of some benefit to the national economy. 

Luka must think that everyone has already forgotten his old 
promises, but we have not forgotten anything (August 19, 2024 at 
10:00). 

A table of 10 lines. For this group, the KRD — KPD interval = 1397 — 1456 years 
and roughly coincides with the dating framework of the SRG. 
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"Podillja" group 
Table for 10 lines. In this group, the KRD is determined by such an uncertainly 
localized object as Ilovech. If this late date is removed, then KRD = 1394, therefore, the 
document that formed the basis of this group was compiled at the turn of the 14th — 15th 
centuries. 
"Hypatian" group 
While I am writing my own science, the rotten-straw hordes 
are diligently trying to kill me. Well, or not me, but at least 
someone. Well, or not to kill, so to make noise. 
So today (August 26, 2024) at 8:26 a.m. I heard three or four 
very faint distant explosions, and then at 8:34 a.m. five more (also 
deaf and distant). 
They write, that anti-aircraft defense is working in Kyiv, that 
the Muscovites are attacking Vinnytsia, Khmelnytskyi, Kharkiv, and 
Lutsk. "Shaheds" observed in 11 regions (August 26, 2024 at 8:46 
am). 


Plus a series of distant, muffled explosions merged into one 
continuous, long sound (August 26, 2024 at 9:02 a.m.). 

Plus three very distinct and relatively close explosions, and 
immediately after them — several more dull distant ones (August 26, 


2024 at 9:08). And in the news about them remembered. 

They write, that the air alert announced at 2:51 is still ongoing 
in Kyiv. I heard it around 3:00, but didn’t pay attention. And it has 
been going on for more than 8 hours. There is no electricity in the 
houses next to me (I saw this myself), and they write that in some 
places in Kyiv there are water interruptions due to a power outage 
(August 26, 2024 at 11:58). 

They write: in the Kyiv region 

the victim was a woman born in 1984 with a five- 
month-old child. Previously, the mother had a brain injury. 
The baby fell out of the pram — the girl has a scratch on her 
thigh. 

Let me remind myself — two years ago, on August 24, 2022, I 
already had invented such an opportunity... (Aug 26, 2024 at 1:43 

m). 


A table with 23 lines. As we can see, the group was named "Hypatian" for a 
reason: out of 23 dated objects in its composition, 7 were borrowed from the Kyiv 
Chronicle of the 12th century. + 5 more — from the "Primary Chronicle" or the Kyiv 
Chronicle. 3 more objects are mentioned only in the "Primary Chronicle". 

Thus, in order to minimize the number of used sources, it should be assumed that 
the Hypatian Chronicle was used to compile this group — this explains the origin of 15 of 
the 23 records (65 %). Two records testify to the use of the Simeon Chronicle, one 
record to the use of the "Vytautas" Chronicle, and one to the Novgorod Ist Chronicle of 
the younger edition. 

No chronological limitation can be drawn from the fact of using the Hypatian 
Chronicle; the first, early part of Simeon’s annals is dated to 1411. Myloslavitsy got into 
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SRG from the "Vytautas" chronicle, written approximately in the 1430s. This fact 
narrows the dating of both this group and the SRG as a whole to the 1430-40s. 

KRD of the group — 1198, KPD — 1071. The group was formed on the basis of 
literary sources, these extreme dates in no way determine the period of coexistence of the 
listed objects. 


"Siver" group 

Table on 6 lines. The dated objects of the "Siver" group, as well as "Hypatian", 
have strong ancient Rus’ roots. But, unlike the "Hypatian" group, there are no "dead" 
objects here, which disappeared long before the middle of the 15th century. Therefore, it 
should be assumed that the source here was not an annals, but a document similar to the 
SGS (in which all five objects are listed). 

The form of the name of the two objects points to the Simeon Chronicle, although 
such an indication is a weak argument. 


"Dnieper-Left Bank" group 


They write: the great Muscovite attack on August 26, 2024 
resulted in 7 deaths and 47 injuries. 

Today before dawn (somewhere at 5:13) I heard a rather 
powerful and distinct explosion. They write about a missile-drone 
attack by Muscovites, downed attacking vehicles and fires in the 


forest area around the left-bank part of Kyiv. 
And the light as a result of attack: it was turned on at 4:15, and 
at 7:22 it was turned off again. My computer is running on a charger 
(August 27, 2024 at 8:00 am). 
It is currently known about 4 dead and 16 injured from the 
morning attack of Muscovites (August 27, 2024 at 12:14). 
Table on 4 lines. This mysterious, very low-quality group probably comes from a 
separate document, the time of which — I repeat — can be limited to the 1430-40s. 


"Dnieper-Pripyat" group 
17-line table. Many objects of this group also have Old Rus’ roots, however, the 
table shows a complete failure of news about these objects in the second period and their 
reappearance in the 3rd period. It should be thought that the source here was a document 
of the 1430-40s, to some extent organized geographically. A later trade privilege of 1488 
shows what this early document might have been. 


"Volyn-Halych" group 


Tonight around 2:00 am I heard air raid sirens and at dawn 
around 5:05 am one distant explosion (maybe I overslept the earlier 
and / or later explosions). 

And here they write that I heard everything correctly: air_ 


alarm lasted from 2 to 7 o’clock, air defense was working in Kyiv, 
there is damage from the falling debris of downed Moscow air 
vehicles (August 29, 2024 at 8:07 a.m.) 
A table with 26 lines. Thanks to the location of the group in the territory of modern 
western Ukraine, we have an increase in the number of source references for the second 
period. For the compilation of this group, the Hypatian chronicle was undeniably used 
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(Khorobor — 145; Volyn — 161); it is possible to think that the form of the name from this 
chronicle influenced the spelling Pinesk (172). 

Undeniably, the "Vytautas" chronicle was used (Zhytomel — 139). Name 
form Zudecheyv is not chronicled, it appears at the end of the 14th century. A number of 
objects in this group were recorded for the first time in the 3rd period, which gives an 
approximate date for the composition of this group (or the document that was its basis). 


"Chaotic" group 
Table on 3 lines. This small group contains objects that existed under the specified 
names from the beginning of the 13th century. They do not provide data for dating SRG. 


"Lithuanian" group 


Today at dawn (5:25 — 5:36) I heard a series of both relatively 
close and more distant explosions, I counted up to 15 separate 
explosions and, besides them, there were also clear lines of three 
explosions (probably the work of anti-aircraft artillery). Several 
more times I heard a long hum lasting several seconds (I don’t know 


what it could be). Another explosion was heard separately around 
6:05. 


And write, which was a combined attack of Muscovite cruise 
and ballistic missiles and drones. There are fires in 4 districts of 
Kyiv, and there are victims (no details yet) (September 2, 2024 at 
257) 

A table with 32 lines. Four objects of the group show KRD = 1387 year. The late 
mention of Holshany is probably a coincidence (I repeat my assumption — the existence 
of the settlement was combined by the scribe with the surname of the Holshansky 
princes). All dated objects of the group (except the literary Nemyza) exist until our time, 
it is impossible to determine the KPD. 

If we ignore the sequence of references in the SRG, the group is clearly divided 
into two subgroups — "Belarusian" (where there are settlements with an Old Rus’ past) 
and "Neman" (or Lithuanian proper), where there are no references to the Old Rus’ era, 
and they appear in sources of the Teutonic Order from the 4th quarter 13th century. 

One literary object (Nemyza — 202) is borrowed from the "Primary Chronicle" (I 
will repeat what was said above — probably from the Hypatian Chronicle). But it is 
placed among Belarusian objects — just as the literary Volyn (161) is placed in the 
"Volyn" group. These examples of the relatively successful placement of names 
extracted from the annals show that the scribe did make efforts to spread names little 
known to him across regions, although these efforts were not always successful. 


"Toropets-Jerusalem" group 

A table of 35 lines. In this group there are two literary objects valuable for our task 
— Shernesk (233) and Onuze (241). Both records have as their source chronicles from the 
"Chronicle of 1418" group (from S1LSI or NKJI or N4L), from which the restriction on 
the date follows — after 1418. 

The use of the Hypatian Chronicle is evidenced by the records of Devyagoresk 
(234), Bozhesk (235), Sutesk (243), Golotychesk (255), Shumesk (256), Samara (272), 
possibly Biloberezhye (271). 
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Obolenesk (242) with considerable probability attests to the use of the Simeon 
Chronicle. 

The KRD of the group is determined by the mention of Mezesk (238) — 1432. 

There are at least three objects in the group, the earliest mentioned at the beginning 
of the 16th century: Belaa (230), Rzhyshchiv (270), Tur (276). Also, the earliest mention 
of Mglin a is vaguely dated to the middle of the 15th century. Unfortunately, it should be 
admitted that the SRG gives earlier references to these objects. 


"Smolensk" group 


Two nights in a row (2 / 3 and 3 / 4 September) I heard air 
alarms, and they wrote about the work of anti-aircraft defense of 
Kyiv, but I personally did not hear it. 

However, I consider it necessary to note the impact of rotten- 
straw missiles (Iskander?) on Poltava — at the end of September 
3 reported about 51 dead and 219 wounded, and there were still 


people under the rubble. Our "allies" prefer to huff and puff, but not 
to act (September 4, 2024 at 7:59). 


Even more: "allies" help Muscovites, the Iskander-M 
missiles contain at least 27 components produced in the West. 
It is still unknown — whose will be on top, then it is necessary 
to play on both sides (September 5, 2024 at 11:29). 

Table on 7 lines. The "Smolensk" group does not provide anything specific for 
dating the origin of this block of records. Mstislavech (292) was mentioned for the first 
time in 1496, and once again we have to consider the entry in the SRG as the earliest 
evidence of its existence. 


"Ryazan" group 
Table for 12 lines. Data for the dating of the "Ryazan" group are very poor. We 
have here 4 objects borrowed from the Hypatian chronicle, and then objects with early 
dates of mid-15th century, 1483 and even 1551. 
This, together with the mysterious early mention of Old Ryazan and the even more 
mysterious Novy Olgov town, may indicate that, in addition to the annals, some 
local oral source was used to compile the group. 


"Bobruisk" group 


I didn’t hear anything special tonight, and write that anti- 
aircraft defense worked three times in Kyiv. 
And everything is very bad in Poltava: write about 53 killed 


and 271 injured — and that, apparently, is not the end. Also another 
attack Horde staged in Lviv on September 4: 7 killed, 47 injured 
(September 5, 2024 at 7:57). 


Table on 8 lines. The dating of objects in this group is just as bad as in the 
"Ryazan" group: we have two historical names from the Hypatian Chronicle and three 
objects with first mentions from the end of the 15th century. And for them, we have to 
assume the earliest mention in SRG and some mysterious oral source. 
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"Murom" group 

A table with 23 lines. This group is dominated by well-known objects with a wide 
dating. Formally, the KRD is defined by the late references of Starodub Vochskyi (342) 
— 1461 and Gorokhovets (347) — 1500, but against the background of the good 
knowledge of the compiler of the group with the objects of the region, these early 
references from the SRG can be trusted. 

The mention of the ephemeral Yaropolch (346) sets the formal KPD of the group — 
1389, but it cannot be given special importance, because late mentions of ancient objects 
are a common thing in SRG and in all written sources. 

The KRD of the group is probably determined by the mention of Ples (356) in 
1410. 


"Vladimir" group 


Rescue work in Poltava finished, we have 55 killed and 328 
injured, but there are still wounded in intensive care and in serious 


condition, many seriously wounded have lost their limbs. We live in 
the midst of such news (September 6, 2024 at 10:23). 


A table with 17 lines. This group gives us a solid indication of the time and place 
of the group’s formation (and probably the SRG as a whole) — it is a mention of the 
literary Kleshchyn (373), which first appeared in the Novgorod Karamzin Chronicle, 
dated to 1428, and further spread in Novgorod chronicles. So, 2 quarter 15th century, 
Veliky Novgorod. 

About the ephemeral Bolonesk (388), we should repeat what was said above about 
Yaropolch. 

The KRD of the group is given by the mention of Luzha (386) in 1382. 


"Odoev" group 
Table on 9 lines. The KRD of the group is given by the mention of Bezhitskyi 
Verkh (399) in 1397. 


"Novgorod" group 


Today, from 3:10 to 3:15 at night, I heard a distant explosion, 
distant shooting, then the characteristic whine of the "Shahed’s" 
engine, then a loud, sharp, nearby explosion, and saw a series of 
anti-aircraft artillery shots from the window. Then I saw how one 
small light speck slowly fell and fell somewhere on the right bank, 


on Pechersk. At the place of it fall, there was a spark from the flash, 
but I did not hear a sound. 


And wrote that the anti-aircraft defense forces destroyed all 
the attacking Shaheds, debris fell in four places in the Pechersk 
district, seems without consequences. I think, I saw a fall in one of 
the places (September 7, 2024 at 7:45). 


A table with 23 lines. Two very notable features of this group are the active use of 
the Novgorod Ist Chronicle (7 indisputable objects and 3 possible) and the Novgorod 4th 
Chronicle (3 indisputable objects and two possible). It should be noted that the 4th 
chronicle was used for the last 5 records of the group that form the "Shelon" subgroup 
(allocated earlier on the basis of geographical observations). I assume that this subgroup 
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was added to the "Novgorod" group at one time using the 4th chronicle, traces of which 
are no longer visible anywhere in the SRG. 

The undeniably good familiarity of the scribe of the group with the region allows 
us to trust the mentions in the SRG of objects known from other sources since 1483 
(Sterzh — 417, Velil — 419). 

The formal KRD of the group is given by the mention of Berezovets in 1441 (416), 
but since this object is ephemeral (known only from one record), this date should not be 
given much importance, just like the ephemeral records mentioned above. 


"Pskov" group 
Table on 11 lines. This group is characterized by the fact that it relies exclusively 
on Pskov chronicles. I think it is safe to assume the existence of a separate Pskov list, 
which was included in the SRG, perhaps at the same time as the "Shelon" subgroup. 
The KRD of the group is determined by the mention of Vrevo (440) in 1426. The 
formal KPD is given by Kolozhe (439), an ephemeral object mentioned for the first and 
last time in 1406. 


Chronology analysis 


Literary objects 

Above, I repeated many times that purely literary objects that did not exist in 
reality are a real treasure for the researcher — a treasure that for some reason none of the 
researchers noticed and did not appropriate. 

So, let’s collect all the data about such objects and see what they give us (11-line 
table). 

Thus, the mention of Kleshchyn leads us to Veliky Novgorod of the 2nd quarter 
15th century. (The Novgorod Karamzin’s Chronicle was not known anywhere outside of 
Novgorod). It seems to me that this is quite a lot. 


Fortifications and temples 

What do the few mentions of fortifications and religious objects give in terms of 
chronology? A table with 27 lines. 

It can be seen that nothing is given specifically for the dating of mentions of 
fortifications — where the dates are known, they are not later than the 14th century, and 
there can be no doubt that in mid-15th century these fortifications existed in some form. 
The latest from early dates is given by the mention of a brick castle in Orsha (1432). 

Of the 20 mentions of fortifications, 16 (80 %) are concentrated in three groups — 
"Lithuanian", "Novgorod" and "Pskov". Of these 16 fortifications, 13 are stone and three 
are mixed (stone + wooden). Apparently, from the point of view of the scribe of the 
SRG, the wooden fortifications, which had dozens (if not hundreds) of other towns 
mentioned by him, were considered outdated at that time, such that they did not deserve 
special mention. 

Indeed, we have only two mentions of purely wooden fortifications in the SRG, 
which give the impression of random ones. 

Mentions of the three St. Sophia churches also do not help with the chronology — 
they were all built in the middle of the 11th century and still exist. The mention of the 
Tithe Church is borrowed from the Hypatian Chronicle. Only St. Sophia of Polotsk is 
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said to be of masonry; perhaps it was self-evident to the scribe that the mentioned 
churches were made of masonry. 


Limiting dates for groups 

Let’s now collect the extreme dates of the groups defined in the previous section in 
one table. Table for 21 lines. 

Dates determined from ephemeral objects are highlighted in bold in the table. We 
see that the extremely late dates are of little use to us, because, 1, they are mostly based 
on ephemeral objects; 2, the historical memory of the destroyed object can last for tens 
of years, and for large cities — even hundreds of years. I think the scribe of the SRG used 
the data that were available to him, not worrying about their relevance at the time of 
writing the SRG. 

It is a different matter with extremely early dates. Of interest here are the 1422nd 
year of Odoyev, the 1426th year of Vrev and two dates from the SGS (1432) — for 
Khotmyshl and Mezetsk. All these data strengthen the confidence that the SRG was 
compiled in the 2nd quarter 15th century. 


Dynamics of the number of objects 


Tonight I heard an air raid and then distant anti-aircraft 
artillery fire (not explosions). They write, that during this regular 


attach, the Muscovites attacked Kyiv with two dozen "Shaheds" 
(September 16, 2024 at 8:07 a.m.). 


Dynamics is the development of something over time. Here we will consider the 
change over time in the number of objects mentioned in the SRG. In order to follow it, a 
technique is needed. 

All mentions of dated objects can be divided into 4 types: newly established — the 
earliest mentions; lasting — mentions of the same objects in subsequent periods; 
disappeared — there were mentions in the previous period (periods), but there are no 
mentions in this period; restored — objects that were listed earlier, then disappeared, and 
now news about them appears again. 

The following conclusions can be drawn from the table given in the previous 
section: 


., {Mentions of the . Mentions since the 
References until ond half 13 —3 Mentions 4 ond half 15th 


mid-13th quarter 14 — | century and later 
half 15th century (OOY 


The data from the table can be presented more clearly in the form of the following 
diagram: 
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Distribution of SRG objects by periods of existence 

What do we see from this table and diagram? 

1, out of 264 dated objects of the SRG, we have 130 objects (50 %) with an Old 
Rus’ "birth certificate". They are the basis of the SRG and they are actually those "Rus’ 
towns", which the title of the list promises us. 

2, of them, only 57 objects survived the Tatar ruin of 1237-1240 (they lasted in the 
2nd period), and 71 objects disappeared in the 2nd period. 

Of course, much more destroyed ancient Rus’ settlements can be counted in the 
annals, but we deal only with those listed in the SRG. It is also clear that the SRG scribe 
borrowed these missing objects from ancient written sources, i.e. chronicles (there are no 
other sources for ancient Rus’ times). Some of these destroyed settlements were restored 
in the 3rd and 4th periods, while those restored in the 4th period could not affect the 
SRG, the oldest copy of which was rewritten at the border of the 3rd and 4th periods. 

3, the huge number of destroyed settlements shows the depth of obscuration (a 
term from Lev Gumilyov’s ethnological theory) into which Ancient Rus’ fell, shattered 
by the Tatar attack. The newly founded settlements of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
save the situation a little, but this "rescue" resembles "the average temperature of 
patients in the whole hospital." If such charts were to be constructed separately for the 
regions of Eastern Europe, at least within the borders of modern Ukraine, Lithuania + 
Belarus, Russia — the picture of obscuration would become much worse. But for this, 
historians have to work on history, and not just hunt for grants. 

4, in the third and fourth periods, we do not see the systematic disappearance of 
settlements — the category of the disappeared includes mostly insignificant settlements 
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that were not mentioned in written documents. It may be that some of these settlements 
continued to exist, but the rule of positivism requires us to find positive 
information about such existence. 

5. In the third period, the number of long-lasting = long-lasting-2 + newly 
established-2 — disappeared-3. During this period, new settlements were actively 
founded on the territory of northeastern Rus’. A total of 186 out of 264 dated 
settlements, or 70 %, were mentioned in this period. 

These data reveal two errors in the methodology that SRG researchers often fall 
into: first, it cannot be assumed that all the settlements mentioned in the SRG existed at 
the same time when the SRG was drawn up; secondly, by no means can it be assumed 
that all the settlements mentioned in the SRG existed in Old Rus’ times. 

6. It is quite obvious that from the 10th to the middle of the 15th centuries there 
was never a single year when all the objects mentioned in the SRG existed 
simultaneously. Therefore, it is not possible to infer the date of compilation of the SRG 
from the facts of the simultaneous existence of certain objects. 

7. In the 4th period, the total number of settlements continues to grow, which 
reflects the natural process of increasing population density and the subsequent 
establishment of new towns(as real scientists say — urbanization). But we are not talking 
about all the settlements of that time in general, but only about those mentioned in the 
SRG. And here there is a problem with the newly founded settlements — the first 
documentary mentions of them are later than the SRG. It appears that the SRG is the 
earliest written source that records the names of such settlements. I do not exclude the 
possibility that some settlements could exist long before their first mention — "invisible" 
for written sources. But every such case makes one wonder — how did the scribe of the 
SRG learn about the existence of such a settlement? 


Political geography of the SRG 


Political bodies and their capitals 

In the text of the SRG there is no mention of political bodies as such, but many 
capitals of political bodies of different times are mentioned. Jerusalem (269), the capital 
of the ancient Jewish state from (approximately) 1000 BC, is definitely in the first place 
here. 

Naturally, other settlements important for the functioning of political bodies should 
be grouped around the capitals. To count them, I draw circles with a radius of 50 and 100 
km around the capitals. The diameters of these circles, if anyone has not forgotten school 
science, are 100 and 200 km. 

A table with 18 lines. Of the 17 political bodies that were in the SRG strip, 7 
existed in the middle of the 15th century, at the time of the compilation of the SRG (they 
are highlighted in bold in the table). But the status of their capitals is not indicated in the 
SRG in any way, and according to the rules of positivism, we have to say that the scribe 
of the SRG had no idea about politics, principalities, and states. 

We can see that the territory around Vilno (15 settlements), followed by Kyiv (13 
settlements), is the most detailed. If the Hypatian Chronicle was used for the outskirts of 
Kyiv, what could be the source for the central part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania? 

One can suppose the scribe of the SRG here use information from some well- 
informed resident of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, for example, a resident of Slutsk. 
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This could explain why the Lithuanian block of the SRG begins with Slutsk, which is 
completely random under other reviews. 

In total, there are 45 objects in 50-km zones around the capitals, and 104 objects in 
100-km zones. This is 13 % and 31 % of the 340 localized objects. Most of these objects 
are more than 100 km away from the capitals. That is, the metropolitan regions were not 
the subject of special interest of the SRG scribe, which is best seen on the example of 
Veliky Novgorod. 

Moreover, neither the political bodies themselves nor the belonging of the objects 
to them are of interest to the writer of the SRG. And this applied both to long- 
disappeared principalities and to those that existed at the time of work on the SRG. 


Headlines in SRG and political history / geography 

Until this moment, I paid almost no attention to the headings in the text of the 
SRG, although they are inseparable components of the text. To facilitate the analysis, we 
will collect these headings in one place. 

Of the nine headings, almost every one is an enigma that cannot be solved. 

The SRG begins with an ambitious promise to submit names all towns. This in no 
way corresponds to the content of the list, where, in particular, the principality of Tver is 
systematically absent, and something could be collected on the outskirts of the described 
territory. The fact that not only towns (fortifications), but also ordinary villages and even 
tracts are included in the list, was already mentioned above (in the section "Types of 
objects"). 

Further, the title promises Rus’ towns, but Jerusalem, Suceava and Vilna are by no 
means Rus’. It remains to assume that "Rus" determined only the most general direction 
of the work, and its implementation depended on the materials that managed to attract. 

Why does the title say "distant towns" first, and then "nearby" ones? Let me 
remind you my opinion — the SRG was written in Novgorod, and the towns of the 
"Novgorod" and "Pskov" groups must have been considered "nearby" to him, and all the 
others — "distant". 

Then the next question arises — why didn’t the scribe start with "nearby" towns, 
which were better known to him anyway? Here we have to launch into further 
improbable elucidations, for example, to assume that the work plan was changed in the 
process of execution. 

Further, the "Bulgarian" and "Moldavian" groups have no headings, while the 
"Podillja" group has two headings, both of which are false, because it contains neither 
Bulgarian nor Wallachian objects. 

I think that the work on the SRG began with the processing of the Hypatian 
Chronicle, and extracts from it were given the title "A se Kyivskie grody" (= There are 
Kyivan towns) — when there was no general title for the entire list yet. Further headings 
no longer contain the word "towns" — apparently, it was considered that the first mention 
was enough. 

The title of the block of Smolensk towns gives another mystery. The Smolensk 
Principality was conquered by the Lithuanians in 1405 and was never restored. That is, 
from the point of view of modern political geography, all the towns listed in the block 
are Lithuanian. 

But the scribe of the SRG was indifferent to politics and probably used some 
document of Smolensk origin, because the block begins with the capital — 
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Smolensk (which is a rarity in the SRG). The block mentions Mstislav], although 
it is believed that Algirdas captured it back in 1359. It turns out that this 
hypothetical Smolensk document originated from an earlier time, from the Ist half 
14th century. But then why does it not mention Toropets, which the same Algirdas 
captured in 1362? It turns out that the principality of Smolensk never existed 
within the boundaries outlined by the SRG. Another riddle. 


By the way, about Toropets. Just today, when I mentioned this 
town in my work, there is a very beautiful cotton going on 
there. They write about the attack of more than 100 UAVs and 
massive explosions at a large ammunition depot. The Muscovites 


wrote about the "falling of fragments of downed UAVs", as a result 
of which not only the warehouse exploded, but also the population 
of the town began to evacuate. Very successful debris fall, I want 
more! (September 18, 2024 at 12:27 p.m.). 
Thus, the headings in the SWG cannot be a source for either political history or 
political geography (for the time when the SRG was compiled). The purpose of creating 
headlines and the principle of their formation cannot be convincingly explained. 


What is missing in the SRG 

It is also necessary to talk about what could be presented in the SRG, and what is 
not there in reality. 

The most obvious gap is the complete systematic absence of the Tver principality, 
although it was the closest to Novgorod and had close ties with it. The systematic 
absence suggests that it was not an accidental loss of a sheet — it is some 
incomprehensible idea for us. 

There is absolutely no mention of church structures in the SRG. Even the 
Jerusalem Patriarchate is not mentioned, there are no mention of the seats of Russian 
metropolitans (Kyiv, Vladimir, Moscow, Smolensk), or the seats of dioceses. This topic 
is systematically absent, it can be stated that it was deliberately ignored by the SRG 
scribe. 

There is absolutely no mention of monasteries in SRG. Neither the Kyiv-Pechersk 
Monastery, nor the Yuryev Monastery in Novgorod, nor the Trinity Sergius Monastery 
near Moscow (already quite famous in the middle of the 15th century) were included in 
the SRG. This is also a systemic absence, and it is also a conscious choice of the SRG 
scribe. 

There are almost no saints in the SRG. Not even such a Jesus Christ, who 
(Christians believe) was crucified in Jerusalem, is not mentioned. Jerusalem is there, but 
Christ is not. In Kyiv, one could mention Prince Volodymyr and Princess Olga, who in 
mid-15th century were certainly venerated as saints. In Vyshgorod there was an 
opportunity to mention the holy princes Boris and Hleb, but there is no such mention 
either. 


Sources for compiling SRG 


Let us now collect together all our observations on indisputable cases of the use of 
written sources in the SRG. Table on 14 lines. 
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So, the use of the Kyiv Chronicle of the 12th century is best attested. But it did not 
exist in the manuscript tradition as a separate codex — it is known only in the copies of 
the Hypatian Chronicle, together with the "Primary Chronicle" and the Chronicle of the 
Romanovychs. 

The names from the "Primary Chronicle" are also presented quite respectfully, and 
there are many names recorded both in the "Primary Chronicle" and in the Kyiv 
Chronicle. "Primary Chronicle" was part of not only the Hypatian Chronicle, but also 
other chronicles, but no distinct traces of the latter can be seen in the SRG. In particular, 
there are no names that are present only in the "Suzdal" part of the Laurentian Chronicle, 
therefore one entry 306 can be attributed to the number of borrowings from the "Primary 
Chronicle" and exclude the Laurentian Chronicle from the number of sources of the 
SRG. 

Thus, the Hypatian Chronicle is the source of 33 (or 35) records, which is 44 (47) 
% of the total number of borrowings from the chronicles. 

All other chronicles used in the SRG were created in the Ist half 15th century and 
even narrower — in the 2nd quarter 15th century. Most of them were created in 
Novgorod. Of them, 21 names (28 %) are borrowed. Perhaps, only the Novgorod 4th 
Chronicle should be left. Also used is the Novgorod Ist Chronicle and some early Pskov 
Chronicle (the earliest copy ends in 1468). 

Among the hypothetical written sources that have not preserved, we can assume 
the existence of the "Dnieper-Left Bank" list. 

The stemma of the identified sources can be presented in the following form: 
INATIBCbKMM NITONWc 


(NBN+ kN) 
Ao 1199 p 
CMMeEOHIBCLEMIM 
niTonkhe —— 
go 1411p 
«BITOBTIB» NiTONMCc 
= 0 1430 p 
CocbiAcbkKMA 1-14 A 
nitoniic (go 1418 py! 
HopropogcbkMi 
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(go 1428 poy 
ee sie en Hoeropog Chk 1-14 Cnucok ropogie 
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(go 1437 p.) 06 1446 : ee 
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@HIB 
Big 1507 p. 


Sources of the "List of Russian Gardens" sources 
We can talk about other written sources only in purely hypothetical terms. The 
most likely to me is the existence of the documents from which the "Moldavian" and 
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"Podillja" groups were formed. There may have been similar documents for the 
"Bulgarian" group and for the territory of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. But what these 
documents were — it is impossible to say, because no other traces of them are visible. 

It would be a big mistake to think that the SRG is a "snapshot" (as database 
programmers say) of the geography of Eastern Europe in the year the document was 
drawn up. It cannot be assumed that the author of the SRG sent four hundred of his 
"special correspondents" to all corners to bring him information: the settlement is called 
such and such, and it stands on a river of such and such a name. The SRG used 
documents from different times (approximately the last 75 years, 1.e., the 4th quarter 
14th century — the first half 15th century), of different origins and for different purposes. 
Part of the information may have come from the oral accounts of the persons with whom 
the SRG scribe communicated. 


The goal of drafting the SRG 


This goal did not give rest to researchers, and many hypotheses were expressed. 

1, SRG — church directory (with special specification — of the Kyiv 
Metropolitanate). It cannot be so. The SRG does not indicate any seat of metropolitans 
or bishops. 

2, SRG — guide to holy places (pilgrim’s guide). It cannot be the same, because 
shrines make up a very small part of the total number of objects. 

3, SRG is a guide along trade routes. This is how one can explain the "Moldavian" 
group, the objects of which are quite neatly lined up along the road from Bilgorod- 
Dnistrovskyi to Kolomyia, and among them are twice mentioned markets. But this group 
is an exception in the SRG, which generally shows no interest in trade. 

4, SRG — a traveler’s guide, a guide to routes (not only trade routes). It cannot be 
so. On the example of objects located on the Dnieper, it is clearly visible that the route 
along the Dnieper was not an organizing principle for them. The location of objects 
along some hypothetical paths can only apply to small fragments of the SRG, not to any 
extent the SRG as a whole. 

5, SRG — tax register (with special concretization — Golden Horde tribute). It 
cannot be so. Any subject of taxation is mentioned anywhere in the SRG; the objects 
named in it were part of different states, each of which organized taxation in its own 
way. It is also indisputable that the Golden Horde khans did not receive any tribute from 
Jerusalem. 

6, SRG — military reference book. There is no doubt that fortifications, especially 
stone ones, were of interest to the SRG scribe. But again, the belonging of the objects to 
different states raises the question — which of them was supposed to serve the military 
needs of such a directory. 

7, SRG — administrative directory. And it cannot be so, because no administrative 
units are indicated, which undoubtedly existed at that time, even if in a poorly developed 
form. 

8, SRG is a border document. It can be assumed that the SRG used some 
documents demarcating the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and Veliky Novgorod, as well as 
the GDL and the Grand Duchy of Moscow. The duplication of the same names in 
different parts of the SRG can be considered as traces of these documents, which was a 
consequence of the different origin of these parts (each side of the demarcation 
considered such settlements their own and recorded them in their lists). But the SRG as a 
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whole was not such a demarcation document — primarily because it does not specify the 
participants of demarcation. 

All these hypotheses are completely unsatisfactory and must be rejected. 

In my opinion, the purpose of compiling the SRG was to compile a list of towns. 
And this is not a tautology. I will try to explain. 

In the 2nd quarter 15th century among Novgorod scribes, a grandiose idea arose — 
to create an annals collection that would absorb the materials of all previous annals, 
would become an Annals with a capital letter. For this, preparatory work was carried out, 
from which the Novgorod Karamzin Chronicle remained, and work on the Annals itself 
began. But this work exceeded the strength of one person, and after the death of the 
initiator of this enterprise, no one could continue processing the accumulated materials, 
their organization stopped. The materials were transcribed "as is", and thus the Novgorod 
Ath Chronicle was formed with its characteristic very numerous duplications of records 
of the same events. I think that this chronicle was only a faint hint of the intended 
project. 

And further, I think that a geographical encyclopedia was also planned for this 
volume, which was supposed to somehow highlight the geography of Rus’. SRG was, 
speaking in modern language, a dictionary of this encyclopedia, that is, a list of slogans 
for which explanatory materials had to be selected. Those mentions of fortifications and 
temples that are in the SRG are only insignificant fragments, were reference points of 
descriptions of settlements that had to be compiled. 

Judging by these remains, the full form of the article should include the name of 
the river / rivers on which the settlement stands, the presence and nature of fortifications, 
the names of Orthodox churches. Perhaps it would have reached the state affiliation of 
the settlements and their governmental / administrative / ecclesiastical role, although 
there is no indication of this in the preserved text. It is also possible that in the process of 
work it would be necessary to reject part of the collected names, and some, on the 
contrary, to be supplemented. 

But the work broke in at the initial stage (probably due to the death of a key 
person), and the collected material was mechanically transcribed, without much 
understanding of the idea and content of the list. Thus, Jerusalem was included among 
the Lithuanian cities, which was mentioned in the preparatory materials for some special 
(unknown to us) purpose. 

It is not possible to speak about the systematicity of SRG in the modern sense of 
the word, although one should give credit to the writer who put great effort into the work 
in which he had no predecessors. 
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Conclusions 

"List of Rus’ Towns" (SRG) is a kind of handbook on the geography of Eastern 
Europe, perhaps a project of a geographical encyclopedia, which was never realized. 

In the manuscript tradition, SRG most often accompanies chronicles, but 
autonomous copies (not part of chronicles) are also known. Therefore, the SRG was not 
considered an integral (inseparable) part of the annals, but only an additional article to it. 

The oldest and best, closest to the protograph copy of the SRG is attached to the 
Commission list of the Novgorod Ist chronicle of the younger edition, rewritten in the 
middle of the 15th century. 

All copies belong to the same edition, the later copies differ from the early (best) 
only by the accumulation of errors and the rearrangement of one block of text. The 
stemma of these copies does not depend on the stemma of the annals in which they are 
transcribed. Therefore, it should not be called SRG chronicled list of towns. 

All 442 records of SRG are Commented in the work. For the debatable objects, all 
localization options proposed in the literature are considered, a motivated criticism of 
erroneous localizations is given, and in some places new, better (in my opinion) 
localizations are proposed. 

About 75 records of the SRG are borrowed from chronicles, of these borrowings, 
up to 47 % are borrowings from the Hypatian Chronicle (Primary Chronicle and Kyiv 
Chronicle of the 12th century). The Novgorod Karamzin’s (1428) and / or Novgorod 4th 
(1437) chronicles, as well as the Novgorod Ist chronicle, were undoubtedly used. Thus, 
the SRG was most likely compiled in Novgorod in the second quarter of the 15th 
century. 

Distinct traces of the use of the Pskov Chronicle, the "Vytautas Chronicle" and the 
Simeon Chronicle were traced. An assumption has been made about the existence and 
use the list of "Dnipro-Left Bank" geographical objects. 

62 % of all SRG objects are clearly associated with modern settlements. At a 
superficial glance, this creates the illusion of an easily understandable and reliable 
source. However, 17 % of objects are localized only with some probability, 16 % cannot 
be localized (including false and illusory localizations proposed in the literature), 2 % 
are duplications of names, and 3 % are purely literary objects (mentioned in written 
sources, but in reality did not exist). 

Only 41 % of all SRG objects are real towns — settlements that had fortifications 
(this number includes not only fortifications that functioned at the time of drafting of the 
SRG, but also Old Rus’ towns, which had long been destroyed at that time). 24 % are 
unfortified settlements, 15 % are uninhabited tracts, 17 % are water bodies. Those 
authors who automatically consider all the objects named in the SRG to be towns 
(fortifications) are mistaken. 

An important feature of the SRG is the lack of geographical arrangement of 
objects. Not only the SRG as a whole, but also each group highlighted in the work shows 
chaos in the spatial placement of objects. A quantitative measure of this chaos is the 
entropy of the list (the ratio of the length of the real route to the theoretically possible 
route of the minimum length). On average, this entropy is 250 %, and for the "Ryazan" 
group it reaches 900 %. One can clearly see this chaos on the maps of optimal and real 
routes. 
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Also, when mapping objects in many groups, it is possible to detect a relatively 
compact core and foreign objects significantly distant from the core. The reasons for 
their inclusion in one or another group cannot be traced, for example, it is unclear why 
Jerusalem is included in the "Toropets-Jerusalem" group. 

These two circumstances — the chaotic nature of the lists and the presence of 
foreign objects — completely disprove the erroneous view common among researchers 
that an unknown object located in the list between two known ones should be searched 
for in the area between these known objects. One shouldn’t do that. This unknown object 
could be anywhere in Eastern Europe or even beyond. 

According to written sources independent of the SRG, it was possible to date 264 
objects mentioned in the SRG, which is 60 %. Such a relatively large number makes it 
possible to date each group of objects in particular, and from this to deduce the date of 
the SRG as a whole. The most early date for SRG is determined by the first mentions of 
Odoev (1422), Vrev (1426), Khotmyshl and Mezetsk (1432). The most late date of the 
SRG is determined by the date of the Commission List of the Novgorod Ist Chronicle 
(1450s). This independently confirms the conclusion made above: the SRG was 
compiled in the 2nd quarter 15th century, perhaps even closer to the end of this period. 

It is important to note that the existence of only 186 settlements is independently 
confirmed during the period when the SRG was written. For the entire time from 10th to 
15th centuries it is not possible to indicate a single year when all dated objects of the 
SRG existed at the same time. Therefore, it is impossible to date objects on the basis of 
only mentions in the SRG. It is impossible on this basis even to affirm their real 
existence, because in the SRG we also meet purely literary objects. 

In the SRG, capitals of 17 political bodies are mentioned, including seven bodies 
that existed at the time of writing of the SRG. But political geography, state ownership 
of objects did not interest the scribe of the SRG, the ancient or modern metropolitan 
status of the settlements was not noted in any way. 

Headlines in SRG do not correspond to political bodies — neither ancient nor 
modern. For example, the Smolensk principality never existed in the territorial 
composition recorded in the "Smolensk" group of the SRG, plus the fact that in the 2nd 
quarter 15th century the entire territory of the former Smolensk principality long ago 
belonged to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Researchers often, but quite mistakenly, take 
blocks of SRG records between titles for some political bodies, but such "bodies" mostly 
never existed and are themselves purely literary objects. 

The utilitarian, practical purpose of drafting the SRG cannot be determined. 
Numerous proposals in the literature are mostly unsatisfactory or, at best, explain the 
purpose of some constituent parts of the SRG, but not the SRG as a whole. I think that 
the goal was not utilitarian — it was planned to compile a geographical encyclopedia of 
Rus’ lands, but this work broke in at the very beginning. 


Now we can answer the question "historical source questionnaires»: 

1. When was the text written? — In the 2nd quarter 15th century, maybe even closer 
to the end of this period. 

2. What historical period does the text cover? — The text contains a mixture of 
objects that existed in the times of Kyivan Rus’ and objects of the last 75 years (4th 
quarter 14th — 1st half 15th century). 

3. Where is the text written? — In Veliky Novgorod. 
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4. What geographical area does the text cover? — Part of the territory of Eastern 
Europe (with a rebound to Jerusalem). 

5. What sources were used when compiling the text? — Undisputedly used 
Hypatian Chronicle, Chronicles of Veliky Novgorod Ist half 15th century, the Pskov 
Chronicle, the Simeon Chronicle (of Moscow origin) and the "Vytautas" Chronicle 
(composed in Vilna around 1430). The hypothetical "Dnieper-Left Bank" list of 
geographical objects used in the SRG originates from the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
(probably from Vilna). 

6. How competent was the author in the matters he wrote about? — It is impossible 
to trace the author’s attitude to the materials collected by him. The SRG scribe was 
forced to use the materials he managed to collect, and among them there were parts of 
very different quality and different levels of competence. 

7. What was the purpose of writing the text? — No utilitarian, practical purpose of 
the SRG is visible. Perhaps it was a project of a geographical encyclopedia of Rus’ 
lands. 

8. What methods of source processing did the author use to achieve his goal? — It is 
possible to think that part of the sources was copied without much changes, but the 
scribe tried to write the names borrowed from the Hypatian Chronicle closer to the 
territorially close objects. These attempts were not always successful. 

9. What structural parts does the text consist of? — At least 20 structural parts 
(groups) can be distinguished, which strongly contrast with their sources and level of 
quality. Some groups can be fairly confidently divided into subgroups. 

From the variegation of the text of the SRG, it follows that it is not possible to give 
one general assessment of its source value — the degree of trust must depend on the 
quality of a specific group of records or even on the quality of the ascending source 
(where it can be established). 
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Shortened text of the section. Full text in ukrainian version. 


Now that the conclusions of my research have been formulated, it is possible to 
start reading the historiography on the topic — it no longer poses the danger of having a 


decisive influence on my thoughts. 


I want to start with a valuable historiographical article by A. Deduk [Deduk A. 
V. "List of Rus’ towns distant and near ones": history of study. — "Russian book writer — 
2014", Moscow, 2015, p. 129 — 141]. In particular, the early (before 1952) opinions of 
researchers about the SRG were considered there — all of them were cursory and did not 
rely on the study of the SRG as a whole. I will consider the later historiography myself, 


guided by Deduk’s article only as a bibliographical guide. 
Mikhail Tikhomirov (1952) 
Yevhen Naumov (1974) 
Aleksandr Podosinov (1978) 
Valentin Yanin (1998) 
Thomas Baranauskas (2003) 
Eduard Zajkovsky (2015) 
Vladimir Kuchkin (2015) 


Tonight (somewhere around 2:25) I had the pleasure of 
listening to anti-aircraft artillery rounds, already familiar to me, 
interspersed with new to me rounds of dry, short gunshots (I think, 
anti-aircraft machine guns). Also, for a short time (10..15 seconds) I 
heard the characteristic howl of "Shahed" (this sound cannot be 
confused with anything, and it turns out that it flew somewhere not 
far away, probably no more than 2 km from me). Also heard 3 or 4 


relatively distant explosions. 

They wrote, that the debris broke the gas pipe of a 5-story 
residential building in the Pechersk district, a fire broke out. 

The next episode lasted from 7:05 to 7:07 — again dry 
intermittent sounds (machine guns?), then louder and more 
prolonged (cannons?), two distant explosions and one relatively 
close to me, loud. This attack marked separately, they have not yet 
written about its consequences (September 26 at 7:45). 


Vyacheslav Nosevych (2016) 


Two purely online works on the topic are available on the Internet: 


1, article in Russian Wikipedia valuable for its list of literature, which is constantly 
updated and contains, among others, the latest articles on the topic. Since historiography 
is often reduced to a bibliographic list, this anonymous (as always on Wikipedia) article 
should be considered a valuable contribution to the study of the topic. I actively used 


these instructions. Other language versions of this article are free of charge. 
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2, the interactive map according to the materials of the SRG was developed in the 
Russian Institute of General History. 

At 10:00 there was another air alarm (the previous ones were around 00:00 and 
2:00), apparently without consequence. They wrote, that two victims were injured in 
Kyiv. 

No wonder NATO is afraid of Muscovites! It is unable to even protect its own 
territory, as shown by numerous facts of violation of the airspace of NATO countries by 
rotten-straw attack air vehicles (September 26 at 12:38). 


Thus, the first systematic study of SRG was conducted by M. Tikhomirov, the 
second by me. 

The researchers were mainly interested in the time of compilation of the SRG and 
to a lesser extent — the purpose of its compilation and the place of writing. A major 
drawback of the studies was the fragmentary study of small parts of the SRG (if such 
research led to dating, then only this fragment, not the SRG as a whole). The second 
unfortunate drawback is the blind trust in the headlines of the SRG and the attempt to see 
some political geography in the blocks of records. 

The most important contribution to SRG research was made by M. Tikhomirov 
and V. Kuchkin. Against this background, I began to respect my work more, which 
brings a lot of new things to the methodology of researching lists of geographical objects 
and to specific interpretations of names, as well as to a number of other issues that have 
not been clarified until now. Well, if you don’t praise yourself — no one will think of 
doing it. 
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List of abbreviations 

CEV — Codex epistolaris Vitoldi. — Cracoviae: 1882. 

D. K. — Kolodziejczyk D. The Crimean khanate and Poland-Lithuania. — Boston; 
Leiden, 2011 [a collection of Crimean jarlyks]. 

LM - Lietuvos metrika. Record books (uzraSymy knygos) No. 3 — 7 were used. 

AZR — Acts related to the history of Western Russia, collected and published by 
the Archaeological Commission. — Spb.: 1846 — 1848, volumes 1 — 3. 

VitL — "Vytautas" annals, a constituent part of the annals of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania. The main copies are published in PSRL, vol. 35. More details: Zharkikh N. 
I. Two traditions of chronicles of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. — Kyiv: 2016, section 
""Vytautas" chronicle». 

VK - V. A. Kuchkin Conquest of Rus’ by Baty. — Russian History, 2020, No. 4, p. 
3 — 30. 

GS 1387 — a letter of complaint from King Jagietto to his brother Skirgaila from 
April 28, 1387. Edition: Jakubowski J. Opis Ksiestwa Trockiego z 1387 r. — Przeglad 
historyezny, 1907, t.V, z. 1, p. 44-46; Charts of the 14th century. — Kyiv: 1974, No. 40, 
p. 74-79. 

DDG - Testaments and contractual documents great and appanage princes of the 
14th — 16th centuries. — M.: 1950 

IpatL — Hypatian Chronicle. PSRL, 1908, vol. 2. 

KBCH — A large drawing book. — M.: 1950 

KL — Kyiv Chronicle of the 12th century (1118 — 1199), a constituent part of 
[patL. 

LL-1, LL-2, LL-3 — Laurentian Chronicle. PSRL, 1926, vol. 1, no. 1, 2, 3 
(respectively). 

NIL, NILSI, NILMI-— Novgorod first chronicle senior and junior editions. — M.- 
Ly 1930. 

N4L — Novgorod 4th Chronicle. PSRL, 1915-1925, vol. 4, part 1. 

NKL — Novgorod Karamzin’s Chronicle. PSRL, 2002, vol. 42. 

PVL — Primary Chronicle (until 1117), a constituent part of IpatL. There are also 
other authoritative lists, in particular LL-1. For our narrow topic, their differences are not 
significant. 

PL — Pskov chronicles [Moscow: 1940-1955, volumes 1-2; PSRL, vol. 5]. 

S1LSI— Sofia 1st Chronicle of the senior edition. PSRL, 2000, vol. 1, no. 1. 

SGS — List of Svitrigaila’s towns [§. V. Polekhov "List of towns of Svydrygail". 
Dating and publication. — Ancient Rus. Questions of medieval studies, 2014, No. 4 (58), 
p. 111 —125]. 

SimL — Simeon Chronicle. PSRL, 1913, vol. 18. 

TMNI1 -— Tikhomirov M.N. "List of distant and nearby Rus’ towns". — Historical 
records, 1952, vol. 40, p. 214 —259. 

TMN2 — Tikhomirov M.N. "List of distant and nearby Rus’ towns". In the 
book: Tikhomirov M.N. Russian annals. — M.: Nauka, 1979, p. 83 — 137, 357 — 361. 
Here, V. Kuchkin’s afterword is added to the 1952 text, and M. Tikhomirov’s 
handwritten notes about the SRG, which he made after the publication of the 1952 
article, are printed. 

EZ — Zajkovsky E. M. "List of distant and nearby Rus’ towns": dating of the 
protograph. — Knyazha Doba (Lviv), 2015, issue 9, p. 273 — 289. 
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A short conclusion 
"List of Rus’ towns" was compiled in the Great Novgorod in the 2nd quarter 
of the 15th century. It was an attempt to create a geographical encyclopedia of 
Rus’ lands — an attempt that stopped at the initial stage of work. The SRG does not 
reflect the state of the Rus’ lands on a certain date — it includes materials from the 
11th to the Ist half 15th century. It is not possible to specify a single year when all 
the mentioned objects existed at the same time. In terms of political geography, 
data from different times and different political systems are mixed in the SRG; it 
cannot be thought that it reflects the political geography of Eastern Europe at the 
time of its compilation. The SRG is made up of parts of very different quality and 
different levels of competence. It contains not only real towns (fortified 
settlements), but also villages, uninhabited tracts, and rivers. SRG is an 
interesting, but difficult to understand, useful source for the historical geography 
and history of science of its time. 
During the time when this work was being written, from 

March 29 to October 4, 2024, the Rotten Straw Horde lost 217,150 

livestock in Ukraine (657940 — 440790, + 34 % compared to the 

previous 6 months), 1986 tanks (8908 — 6922, -11 %) and 21 aircraft 

(368 — 347, -32 %). Muscovites have to save military equipment, 


because it is of material value and can suddenly run out, and cattle — 
I repeat — does not have any value, it can be driven more and more. 
And all this is not counting the losses on the territory of the 
Horde itself, in Syria, in Africa and on other fronts of the war 
ainst the evil empire. 


